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NOTE. 

In the preparation of this edition of the Public Statutes relating to 
public instruction, free use has been made of the comments, annota- 
tions and explanations contained in the previous editions prepared by 
Hon. Geo. S. Boutwell and Hon. Joseph White, and such other explana- 
tion has been added as seemed desirable and useful. 



SCHOOL LEGISLATION. 



fflSTOmCAL. 

As early as 1635 the inhabitants of Boston gave expressioji 
to their ideas of the value and need of a public school for the 
t^cbing and nurturing of the children. In 1636 the General 
Court authorized an appropriation of £400 for the establish- 
ment of a school or college. The school was established at 
Cambridge, and has since become Harvard University. 

The first educational ordinance of the colony .was passed in 
1642. *'It required the selectmen of every town to have a 
vigilant eye over their brethren and neighbors, to see that none 
of them shall suffer so much barbarism in any of their families, 
as not to endeavor to teach, by themselves and others, their 
children and apprentices so much learning as may enable them 
perfectly to read the English tongue, and a knowledge of the 
capital laws," 

A failure to comply with the ordinance was punished by a 
fine of twenty shillings. 

The act of 1642 enjoined upon the municipal authorities 
the duty of making education utiiversal, but not necessarily 
free. In 1647 another law was passed, making the support of 
public schools compulsory, and education universal and free. 
As this was the first law of the kind ever passed by any com- 
munity of persons or by any State, Massachusetts may claim 
the honor of having originated the free public school. At 
this time it wa? ordered that every town of one hundred fami- 
lies, in addition to its elementary schools, should establish 
and maintain a grammar school, which should fit pupils for 
the University at Cambridge. In 1683 all towns of five hun- 
dred families were required to maintain two grammar schools 
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and two writing schools. These were the principal laws estab- 
lishing and regulating the schools during the colonial period. 

In the Constitution of Massachusetts, adopted in 1780, is the 
following ; — 

Provisions Relating to Schools. 

[Chap. 5, Sect. 2.] 
Duty of legiB- Wisdom and knowledge, as well as virtue, diffused generally 
magitirates in among the body of the people, being necessary for the preser- 
p«iiodjiy* vation of their rights and liberties ; and as these depend on 
spreading the opportunities and advantages of education in 
the various parts of the country, and among the diflferent orders 
of the people, it shall be the duty of legislatures and magis- 
trates, in all future periods of this Commonwealth, to cherish 
• • the interests of literature and the sciences, and all seminaries 

of them ; especially the university at Cambridge, public schools 
and grammar schools in the towns; to encourage private 
societies and public institutions, rewards and immunities, for 
the promotion of agriculture, arts, sciences, commerce, trades, 
manufactures, and a natural history of the country ; to counte- 
nance and inculcate the principles of humanity and general 
benevolence, public and private charity, industry and frugality, 
honesty and punctuality in their dealings; sincerity, good 
humor, and all social affections, and generous sentiments 
among the people. 

In 1789 a general act was passed, requiring every town to 
maintain one school for the term of six months, or two or more 
schools for terms of time that shall together be equivalent to 
six months, in which shall be taught orthography, reading, 
writing, English grammar, geography, and decent behavior. 

At this time it was ordered that the towns be divided into 
districts, for the purpose of facilitating the attendance of the 
children upon the schools. The schools were still to be under 
the direct control of the towns. 

It was further ordered that towns of two hundred families, 
instead of one hundred, as before, should constitute the mini- 
mum number for supporting a grammar school, and that 
teachers should have a certificate of good moral as well as 
intellectual character. In 1800 an act of the legislature 
authorized the selectmen of the towns to call district meetings 
at which the legal voters therein should raise money for build- 
ing school-houses, and for supplying them with all necessary 
furniture. 
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In 1817 school districts were made corporations, and were 
empowered to hold property for the use of the schools. In 
1826 every town containing five hundred families was required 
to maintain a town or high school, which should differ from the 
old grammar school by omitting from its curriculum of studies 
the Latin and Greek languages. If the town contained four 
thousand inhabitants, it was required to maintain a higher 
grade of high school, in which the classic languages were to be 
taught. 

The school law of 1826 was the first to require towns to 
elect a town school committee. By a law passed in 1827, 
school districts were authorized to take care of their school- 
houses, and to contract with their school teachers. 

The Massachusetts School Fund was established in 1834. 

On the 14th of January, 1837, in the Massachusetts House 
of Representatives, it was ordered that the Committee on 
Education be requested to consider the expediency of provid- 
ing by law for the better education of teachers of public 
schools. On the 14th of April of the same year, a bill relating to 
common schools was taken up, and the House resolved itself 
into a committee of the whole for the consideration thereof, 
and Mr. Winthrop of Boston, from the Committee on Educa- 
tion, reported that the said bill, with sundry amendments 
recommended by the committee, ought to pass, and the bill was 
ordered to a third reading. The report was as follows : — 

"The Committee on Education, to whom was referred so much of His 
Excellency the Governor's address as relates to education, and to whom 
was also referred, * The memorial of the Directors of the American Insti- 
tute of Instruction, and the petition of a convention of delegates from each 
of the towns in Plymouth County, and who were directed by order of the 
House, Jan. 14, 1.S37, to consider the expediency of providing by law for 
the better education of teachers of the public schools of the Commonwealth, 
have carefully considered those subjects, and report thereon the accom- 
panying bill . 

" * Be it enacted, etc. 

" ' His Excellency the Governor, with the advice and consent of the 
Council, is hereby authorized to appoint eight persons, who, together with 
the Governor and Lieutenant-Governor, shall constitute and be denominated 
the Board of Education.'" 

One of the first acts of the Board was the establishment of 
schools for the special education of teachers. In 1839 two 
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normal schools were opened, — one at Lexington, afterward 
removed to West Newton, thence to Framingham; the other at 
Barre, afterward removed to Westfield. In 1840 one was 
opened at Bridgewater ; in 1843, one at Salem ; and in 1874, 
another at Worcester. A Normal Art School was established 
in Boston in 1873. Teachers' institutes were first established 
in Massachusetts in 1845. 



PUBLIC STATUTES. — TITLE X. 
OF PUBLIC INSTRUCTION AND REGULATIONS RESPECTING CHILDREN. 



Chaftbb 41.- 
Chapter 42.- 
Chapteb 43.- 
Chapter 44. • 
Chapter 45. 
Chapter 46.- 
Chapter 47. 
Chapter 48. 



Of the Board of Edncation. 
Of Teachers' Institutes and Associations. 
Of the School Fands. 
• Of the Public Schools. 
•Of School Districts. 
 Of School Registers and Returns. 

- Of the Attendance of Children in the Schools. 

- Of the Employment of Children, and Regulations respecting them. 



CHAPTER 41. 
OF THE BOARD OF EDUCATION. 



Section 

1. Board of education, how organized ; 
term of office ; vacancies. 

2. may take grants, deirices, etc., in 
trust for educational purposes; to 
pay all moneys to treasurer. Duty 
of treasurer. 

3. shall prescribe form of school reg- 
isters, and of blanks for returns; 
transmit abstracts of returns, and re- 
port, to legislature. 

4. may appoint secretary, who shall 
make abstracts, collect and diffuse 
information, etc. 

5. Secretary shall suggest improve- 
ments, visit different places, collect 
books, receive reports, etc. 

6. shall give notice and attend meet- 
ings of teachers, etc., and collect in- 
formation, etc. 

7. shall send blank forms and reports 
to clerks of towns and cities. 



Section 

8. Compensation of secretary, and ex- 
penses of office. 

9. Board may appoint agents to make 
inquiry, etc. 

10. Expenses of board, how paid. 

11. Assistant state librarian may act as 
clerk. 

12. Board to have management of nor- 
mal schools, and charge of expendi- 
tures of appropriations. 

13. Statistics required of officers of 
schools and others respecting pupils 
instruction, etc. 

14. blanks for, to be prepared. 

15. Institutions for instruction of deaf, 
damb, and blind to report to the 
board. 

16. With the approval of the board, deaf 
mutes, etc., may be instructed at the 
public expense. 

17. Board to supervise their education, 
and report concerning the same, etc. 
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Section 1. The board of edacation shall consist of the gov- Board of edn- 
ernor and lieutenant-governor, and eight persons appointed by Sg»nixed^ 
the governor with the advice and consent of the council, each ^cMciei. ' 
to hold office eight years from the time of his appointment, and G-. 8. 34, § 1. 
one to retire each year in the order of appointment ; and the 
governor, with the advice and consent of the council, shall fill 
all vacancies in the board. 



The following list of the members of the Board, named in the 
order of their appointment or connection with it, is complete to 
the present time : — 



James 6. Carter 
Emerson Davis. 
Edmund Dwight. 
Horace Mann. 



Original Members. 

Edward A. Newton. 
Robert Rantoul, Jr. 
Thomas Bobbins. 
Jared Sparks. 



Appointed Since, 



George Putnam. 
Charles Hudson. 
George N. Briggs. 
William G. Bates. 
John W. James. 
Elisha Bartlett. 
Heman Humphrey. 
Stephen C. Phillips. 
Barnas Sears. 
Edwin H. Chapin. 
Henry B. Hooker. 
Stephen P. Webb. 
Thomas Einnicutt. 
Joseph W. Ingraham. 
John A. Bolles. 
George B. Emerson. 
Charles K. True. 
Mark Hopkins. 
Edward Otheman. 
Isaac Davis. 
Alexander H. Vinton. 
George S. Boutwell. 
Henry Wheatland. 
Hosea Ballou. 
Ariel Parish. 
Cornelius C. Felton. 
Alonzo H. Quint. 
William A. Stearns. 



Russell Tomlinson. 

Erastus O. Haven. 

David H. Mason. 

John P. Marshall. 

Emory Washburn. 

Abner J. Phipps. 

James Freeman Clarke. 

William Rice. 

John D. Philbrick. 

Samuel T. Seelye. 

George T. Wilde. 

Gardiner G. Hubbard. 

Alonzo A. Miner. 

Henry Chapin. 

Constantino C. Esty. 

Edward B. Gillett. 

Phillips Brooks. 

Christopher C. Hussey. 

Charles B. Rice. 

Elijah B. Stoddard. 

Horatio G. Knight. 

Miss Abby W. May. 

Charles Francis Adams, Jr. 

Milton B. Whitney. 

Thomas Wentworth Higginson. 

Admiral P. Stone. 

Francis A. Walker. 
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Ex-Officiis. 

Edward Everett. 
Marcus Morton. 
John Davis. 
George N. Briggs. 
George S. Boutwell. 
John H. Clifford. 
Emory Washburn. 
Henry J. Gardner. 
Nathaniel P. Banks. 



Governors. 

John A. Andrew. 
Alexander H. Bullock. 
William Claflin. 
William B. Washburn. 
William Gaston. 
Thomas Talbot. 
John D. Long. 
Benjamin F. Butler. 



George Hull. 
Henry H. Childs. 
John Reed. 
Henry W. Cushman. 
Elisha Huntington. 
William C. Plunkett. 
Simon Brown. 
Henry W. Benchley. 
Eliphalet Trask. 



Lieutenant- Governors, 

John Z. Goodrich. 
John Nesmith. 
Joel Hay den. 
William Claflin. 
Joseph Tucker. 
Thomas Talbot. 
Horatio G. Knight. 
Byron Weston. 
Oliver Ames. 



Board of 
education 
may take 
grants, etc., 
in trust for 
educational 
purposes, etc. 



Duty of treas- 
urer. 
G. S. 34, § 2. 



Sect. 2. The board may take and hold, in trust Sox the 
commonwealth, any grant or devise of lands, and any dona- 
tion or bequest of money or other personal property, made to 
it for educational purposes; and shall forthwith pay over to 
the treasurer of the commonwealth, for safe-keeping and 
investment, all money and other personal property so received. 
The treasurer shall from time to time invest all such money in 
the name of the commonwealth, and shall pay to the board, on 
the warrant of the governor, the income or principal thereof, 
as it shall from time to time require ; but no disposition shall 
be made of any devise, donation, or bequest, inconsistent with 
the conditions or terms thereof. For the faithful management 
of all properly so received by the treasurer he shall be respon- 
sible upon his bond to the commonwealth, as for other funds 
received by him in his official capacity. 



The only trust in the control of the Board under this section 
is the bequest of Henry Todd, Esq., late of Boston. The 
amount of this fund when it was established was $10,797.72. 
Its present amount is $12,100.00. By the terms of the will 
the income is to '' be applied in aid of the normal schools of 
this Commonwealth, the same to be subject to no sectarian 
purposes or objects of a religious character." 

The Board applies the income of this fund to such specific 
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objects iQ connection with the normal schools as are not pro- 
vided for by the appropriations of the legislature. 

Sect. 3. The board shall prescribe the form of registers to Board of eda- 

be kept in the schools, and the form of the blanks and inquiries prescribe^ 

for the returns to be made by school committees; shall re'uters^iind* 

annually on or before the third Wednesday of January lay blanks for re. 

,«, ,. 1 ^.. •! turns, etc. 

before the general court an annual report containing a printed a. s. 34. § 3. 
abstract of said returns, and a detailed report of all the doings 
of the board, with such observations upon the condition and 
efficiency of the system of popular education, and such sug- 
gestions in regard to the most practicable means of improving 
and extending it, as the experience and reflection of the board 
may dictate. 

It is the duty of the Board of Education to prescribe a blank 
form of school register to be used in all the public schools of 
the State. The registers are to be sent to every town, and 
delivered to the committee by the town clerk, one for each 
school in the town. The committees are responsible for the 
registers after they are received, and it is the duty of the com- 
mittee to cause the registers to be faithfully kept in all the 
schools. 

The blank forms of inquiry sent to the towns to be filled out 
and returned, together with the reports of the school commit- 
tees, furnish the data from which the annual report of the 
Board to the legislature is principally made. 

It is highly important that these returns should be accurate, 
as school legislation and the distribution of the income of the 
school fund are largely based on them. 

The school registers are to be retained by the school com- 
mittees. The filled-out forms of inquiry only are to be re- 
turned. 

Sect. 4. The board may appoint its own secretary, who, mayap. 
under its direction, shall make the abstract of school returns {ary'who* 
required by the preceding section; shall collect information abstractl^^tc 
respecting the condition and efficiency of the public schools o. s. 34, §4. 
and other means of popular education ; and shall diffuse as 
widely as possible throughout the commonwealth information 
concerning the best system of studies and the best method of 
instruction for the young, in order that the best education 
which public schools can be made to impart may be secured 
to all children who depend upon them for instruction. 



10 



SCHOOL LAWS 



[Ch. 41.] 



Under this section, Horace Mann, a member of the first 
Board of Education, was chosen its first secretary, and served 
from 1837 to 1848. His successor was Barnas Sears, who 
served till 1855. George S. Boutwell served from 1855 to 
1860 ; Joseph White from 1860 to 1877 ; and the present sec- 
retary was appointed in 1877. 



Secretary 
shall suggest 
improve- 
ments, etc. 
G. S. 34, § 5. 



flball give 
notice and at- 
tend meetings 
of teachers, 
etc. 
G. B. 34, § 6. 



shall send 
forma and re- 
ports to town 
clerks, etc. 
G. 8. 34, § 7. 



Sect 5. The secretary shall suggest to the board and to 
the general court im prove men ts in the present system of pub- 
lic schools ; shall visit, as often as his other duties will permit, 
different parts of the commonwealth for the purpose of arousing 
and guiding public sentiment in relation to the practical 
interests of education; shall collect in his office such school 
books, apparatus, maps, and charts, as can be obtained without 
expense to the commonwealth ; shall receive and arrange in 
his office the reports and returns o the school committees ; and 
shall receive, preserve, or distribute, the state documents in 
relation to the public school system. 

Sect 6. He shall, under the direction of the board, give 
sufficient notice of and attend such meetings of teachers of pub- 
lic schools, of members of the school committees of the several 
towns, and of friends of education generally in any county, as 
may voluntarily assemble at the time and place designated by 
the board ; and shall at such meetings devote himself to the 
object of collecting information with respect to the condition 
of the public schools of such county, the fulfilment of the 
duties of their office by members of the school committees of 
all the cities and towns, and the circumstances of the several 
school districts in regard to teachers, pupils, books, apparatus, 
and methods of education, with a view to enabling him to fur- 
nish all information desired for the report of the board required 
in section three. 

Sect. 7. He shall send the blank forms of inquiry, the school 
registers, the annual report of the board, and his own annual 
report, to the clerks of the several cities and towns as soon as 
may be after they are ready for distribution. 

See chap. 46, sect. 12, Pub. Stat. 



Compensation 
of secretary, 
and expenses 
of office. 
G. 8.34, §8. 
1867, 263. 
1876, 110. 



Sect. 8. He shall receive an annual salary of twenty -five 
hundred dollars, and also four hundred dollars in full com- 
pensation for travelling expenses, to be paid out of the half of 
the school fund applicable for educational expenses ; and all 
postages and other necessary expenses arising in his office, 
shall be paid out of the treasury in the same manner as those 
of the different departments of the government. 



The duties of the secretary are defined by the statutes. 
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Since the election of the first secretary in 1837, a uniform 
system of schools has been created, a comprehensive plan of 
collecting accurate school statistics has been established, six 
State normal schools for the professional training of teachers 
have been organized, and methods of teaching have been im- 
proved. In addition to these changes, laws have been passed 
requiring the use of a uniform method of selecting and examin- 
ing teachers, establishing uniform courses of studies for the 
difierent grades of schools, and a minimum time of attendance 
by the pupils ; and there has been awakened in the minds of 
the people a deeper and more general interest in popular edu- 
cation. 

Sect. 9. The board may appoint one or more suitable Board may ap- 
agents to visit the several cities and towns for the purpose of to makelll^ 
inquiring into the condition of the schools, of conferring with ^"^g^'^% 9 
teachers and committees, of lecturing upon subjects connected 
with education, and in general of giving and receiving infor- 
mation upon such subjects, in the same manner as the secretary 
might do if he were present. 

*' The authority conferred by the ninth section was first 
given to the Board of Education in 1851, and twice renewed, 
in 1853 and 1857. The commissioners and the legislature 
charged with the revision of the General Statutes saw fit to 
give to these transitory enactments the form of permanent 
law." 

The following named persons have served the State as agents 
of the Board : — 

Nathaniel P. Banks, Charles W. Upham, Samuel S. Greene, 
Rodolphus B. Hubbard, J. T. Burrill, Charles Northend, 
Horace James, Henry K. Oliver, Daniel Leach, Richard Ed- 
wards, Alpheus Crosby, A. R. Pope, Cornelius Walker, B. G. 
Northrup, Abner J. Phipps, George A. Walton, Eli A. Hub- 
bard, John D. Philbrick, John Kneeland, and George H. 
Martin. 

The agents at the present time are Messrs. Walton, Hub- 
bard, and Martin. 

Sect. 10. The incidental expenses of the board, and the Expenses of 
expenses of the members thereof incurred in the discharge of pafj. ' °^ 
their official duties, shall be paid out of the treasury. SVe'no.* ^^' 

Sect. 11. The assistant librarian of the state library shall cierk. 
act, when necessary, as clerk of the board. • • . 5 • 
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Board to man< 
age. etc., the 
normal 
bchi>uls. 
1870, 106. 



Statlatica re> 
quired of offi- 
cers of schoola 
and others 
respecting 
pupils, in. 
struction, etc. 
1867. 123, § 1. 



blanks for, 
to be pre- 
pared. 

1867. 123 § 2. 
U. B. Kfcv. tit., 
§516. 



Institutions 
for instruction 
of deaf, dumb, 
and blind to 
report to tbe 
board. 
1875, 118. 

With the ap. 
proval of the 
board, deaf 
mutes may be 
•instructed at 
•certain insti- 
tutions at the 
public ez- 

Jcnse. 
867. 311, $ 4. 

1868. 200. 

1869, 333. 
1871, 300. 



Board to su- 
pervise tbeir 
education, and 
report con- 
cerning the 
same, etc. 
1867, 311, §3. 



Sect. 12. The general managemeDt of the several state 
nurniHl schools shall be vested in the board, and moneys 
appropriated for their maintenance may be expended under 
its direction. 

Sect. 1 3. Tbe trustees, officers, or persons in charge of all 
literary, scientific, or professional institutions of learning, in- 
corporated, supported, or aided by the commonwealth ; of all 
reform schools, alms-houses, or prixate educational institu- 
tions; and all agents, guardians, or treasurers, to whom 
appropriations are made by general statute or special resolve 
for the support of schools among Indians, shall, on or before 
the first day of June in each year, make a report in writing to 
the board, at the office ol' the secretary, of such statistics as 
the board shall prescribe, relating to the number of pupiis and 
instructors, courses ot study, cost of tuition, and the general 
condition of the institution or school under their charge. 

Sect. 14. The board shall prepare blank lorms of inquiry 
for such statistics, ard shall send the same to every such 
institution or school on or before the tenth day of May in 
each year. In preparing said forms, reference shall be had to 
the requirements of the bureau of education, created by the 
general government. 

Sect. 15. Every institution for the instruction of the deaf, 
dumb, and blind, when aided by a grant of money from the 
state treasury', shall annually make to the board such a report 
as is required, by sections sixteen and seventeen of chapter 
seventy -nine, of other private institutions so aided. 
' Sect. 16. With the approval of the board, the governor 
may send such deaf mutes or deaf children as he may deem 
fit subjects for education at the expense of the commonwealth, 
for a term not exceeding ten years in the case of any pupil, to 
the American Asylum at Hartford, or to the Clarke Institution 
for Deaf Mutes at Northampton, or to any other school for 
deaf mutes in the commonwealth, as the parents or guardians 
may prefer. No such pupil shall be withdrawn trom such in- 
stitution or school, except with the Consent of the proper 
authorities thereof, or of the governor ; and the sums neces- 
sary for the instruction and suplport of such pupils shall be 
paid by the commonwealth. 

Sect. 17. The board shall direct and supervise the educa- 
tion ot all such pupils, and shall set forth in its annual re- 
port the number of pupils so instructed, the cost of thi ir in- 
struction and support, the manner in which the money appro- 
priated by the commonwealth therefor has been expended, 
and such other information as }t deems important to be laid 
before the general court. 



[Ch. 42.] 
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CHAPTER 42. 
OF TEACHERS* INSTITUTES AND ASSOCIATIONS. 



Section 

1. Board of education to arrange for 
meeting of teachers' institutes. 

2. Expenses of meetings, bow paid. 

3. Board to regulate length of session 
and expense. 



Section 

4. County teachers' associations to re- 
ceive twenty-five dollars for annual 
meetings. 

5. Massachusetts Teachers' Associa- 
tion to receive three hundred dollars 
annually. 



Section 1. When the board of education is satisfied that TeachersMn. 
fifty teachers of public schools desire to unite in forming a fng" of!* ™^^* 
teachers' institute, it shall, by a committee or by its secretary, ^- ^- ^^» § i- 
or in case of his inability by such person as it may delegate, 
appoint and give notice of a time and place for such meeting, 
and make suitable arrangements therefor. 

Sect. 2. To defray the necessary expenses and charges, expenses of, 
and to procure teachers and lecturers for such institutes, a sum q^^.^^, § 2. 
not exceeding three thousand dollars may annually be paid Jg7e'47^'5y* 
out of that half of the income of the school fund not appor- 
tioned for distribution to cities and towns 

Sect. 3. The board may determine the length of time length of, 
during which a teachers' institute shall remain in session, and q, s!36,°§"3.' 
what portion, not exceeding three hundred and fifty dollars, of 
the sum provided for in the preceding section, shall be appro- 
priated to meet the expenses of such institute. 

Previous to the act of 1845, four institutes were held, at the 
expense of a private individual, that the experiment might be 
tried and their value determined. The next year Teachers' 
Institutes became a permanent institution, and appropriations 
have been made year by year for their support. They furnish 
the teachers with the occasion of comparing their methods of 
teaching, of studying improved methods, of breaking away 
for a little while from their round of daily duties, of coming 
into companionship and sympathy with others of their own 
profession, and of returning home with higher notions and 
better purposes. 

Since the institutes were established, they have been held 
in one hundred and ninety-three towns, and in some cases sev- 
eral have been held in the same town, as will appear from the 
following list : 
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Abington, 1880. 

Acton, 1861. 

Adams 1848, 1855, 1858, 1875. 

Amherst, 1852, 1877. 

Amesburj, 1863. 

Andover, 1846, 1866 

Ashburnham, 1855, 1880. 

Ashby, 1882. 

Ashfield, 18S2. 

Ashland, 1878. 

Athol, 1848, 1854, 186S, 188 \ 

Attleboiough, 1849,1851, 1862, 1873. 

Ayer, 1871, 1879. 

Barnstable, 1851, 1857, 1873 (Hy- 

annis), 1849, 1856, 1878. 
Barre, 1854, 1872, 1882. 
Becket. 1865, 1876. 
Bedford, 1857, 1880. 
Belchertown, 1868, 1875. 
Bernardston, 1858, 1872, 1882. 
Beverly, 1870. 
Billerica, 1859, 1868, 1882. 
Blaekstone, 1851, 1870. 
Boston, 1852. 
Bradford, 1877. 
Brewster, 1850, 1855, 1881. 
Bridgewater, 1845, 1855, 1863. 
Brimfield, 186), 1876, 1881. 
. Brookfield, 18^7. 
Cambridge, 1852. 
Charlemont, 1847, 1870, 1879. 
Charlestown, 1852. 
Chatham, 1845, 1863. 
Chelsea, 1855. 
Cheshire, 1874. 
Chester, 1872. 
Chicopee, 1852, 1882. 
Clinton, 1866, 1876, 1«81. 
Cohasset, 1874. 
Concord, 1847, 1877. 
Conway, 18o3, 1864. 
Cummington, 1862, 1873. 
Dana, 1870. 
Dartmouth, 1864. 
Dedham, 1859. 
Deerfield, 1852. 
Dennis, East, 1864. 
Dennis, South, 1867. 
i^udley, 1865. 



Easthampton, 1863. 
Eastham, 1879. 
Easton, North, 1867. 
Edgartown, 1848, 1861, 1879. 
Enfield, 1880. 
Fairhaven, 1858, 1881. 
Fall River, 1852, 1806, 1882. 
Falmouth, 185'\ 1861, 1868, 1882. 
Fitchburg, 1845, 1850, 1862, 1875, 

188). 
Foxborough, 1857, 1881. 
Framingham, 1850, 1857, 1882. 
Franklin. 1854, 1877. 
Gardiier, South, 1858. 
Gloucester, 1872, 1878. 
Graft^m, 1846. 
Granby. 18^2. 

Great Barrington, 1847, 1859. 
Greenfield, 1849, 1868. 
Groton, 1849, 1856. 
Hadley, 185 >, 1864. 
Hardwick, 1859, 1879. 
Harwich, 1846, 1877. 
Hatfield, 1865, 1873. 
Haverhill, 1853, 1858, 1869. 
Hingham, 186S. 
Hinsdale, 1869. 
Holliston, 1852. 
Holmes^ Holl, 1869. 
Holyoke, 1862, 1877. 
Hopkiuton, 1854. 
Hubbardston, 1849, 1860, 1881. 
Hudson, 1880. 
Ipswich, 1874. 
Kingston, 1856. 
Lancaster, 1854. 
Lanesborough, 1879. 
Lawrenc-J, 1851, 1862, 1878. 
Lee, 1846, 1854, 1864, 1882. 
Leicester, 1863. 
Lenox, 1850. 

Leominster, 1852, 1857, 1874, 1882. 
Leverett, 1882. 
Littleton, 18 5. 
Longmeadow, 1863. 
Lowell, 1852, 1867. 
Ludlow, 1879. 
Lunenburg, 1853. 
Maiden, 18J3. 
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Mansfield, 1854, 1879. 

Marlborough, 1856, 1867, 1871. 

Marshfield, 1879. 

Maynard, 1873. 

Medfield, 18S2. 

Medway, 1850, 1871, 1880. 

Medway, West, 1863. 

Merrimac, 1881. 

Middleborough, 1853, 1877. 

Milford, 1850, 1858, 1861. 

Millbury, 1853. 

Monson, 1850, 1870. 

Montague, 1855, 1870, 1880. 

Monterey, 1879. 

Nantucket, 1858, 1874. 

Natick, 1853, 1864, 1870, 1880. 

Needham, 1867 

New Bedford, 1853. 

Newbury port, 1854. 

New Marlborough, 1866. 

New Salem, 1846, 1873. 

Newton, 1851, 1864. 

North Adams, 1869, 1881. 

Northampton, 1857, 1869. 

Northborough, 1851, 1860. 

Norlhbridge, 1881. 

North Bridgewater, 1868. 

North Brookfield, 1852, 1859. 

Northfield, 1871, 1881. 

Norton, 1857. 

Orange, 1866, 1875. 

Orleans, 1853, 18o I, 1875. 

Oxford, 18o3. 

Pepperell, 1850, 1866, 1881. 

Peru, 1878. 

Petersham, 1851, 1876. 

Pittsfield, 1845, 1851, 1854, 1857. 

1871, 1882. 
Plainfield, 1880. 
Plymouth, 1850, 1881. 
Princeton, 1882. 

Provincetown, 1858, 1869, 1881. 
Quincy, 1847. 
Randolpii, 1854, 1865. 
Reading, 1882. 
Rehoboth, 1880. 
Rockland, 1881. 
Rockport, 1882. 
Roxbury, 1852, 1854. 



Royalston, 1851. 

Rutland, 1855, 1878. 

Salem, 1854. 

Salisbury, 1873. 1882. 

Sandisfield, 1874. 

Sandwich, 1849, 1871. 

Saugus, 1881. 

Sheffield, 1852, 1861,1876. 

Shelburne Falls, 1861, 1868, 1876 

1881. 
Shrewsbury, 1855. 
Somerset, 1882. 
Southampton. 1879. 
Southbridge. 1851, 1872. 
South Hadley, 1867. 
Stoughton, 1851, 1866, 1879. 
Spencer, 1881. 
Sunderland, 1848. 
Swampscott, 1865. 
Taunton, 1846, 1865. 
Templeton, 1853, 1874. 
Townsend, 1859. 
Truro, 1857. 
Tyringham, 1881. 
Uxbridge. 1862, 1878, 1882. 
Waltham, 1860. 
Ware, 1851, 1856, 1864, 1873. 
Wakefield, 1872. 
Webster, 1859. 
Wellfleet, 1859, 1871. 
Westborough, 1858, 1877. 
West Brookfield, 1877. 
West Boylston, 1880. 
Westfield, 1855. 
Westford, 1863. 
West Newbury, 1871. 
West Stockbridge, 1873. 
Weymouth, 1861,1878. 
Whately, 1878. 
Wilbrahain, 1861, 1881. 
Williamsburg, 1856, 1881. 
Williamstown, 1862, 1872. 
Winchendon, 1856, 1867, 1878. 
Winchester, 1881. 
Wobum, 1852. 
Worcester, 1852, 1854. 
Worthington, 1882. 
Wrentham, 1852. 
Yarmouth, 1855, 1862. 1865. 
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County teach- 
ers' associa- 
iioDS to re- 
eeive twenty- 
five dollars 
for annual 
meetings. 
1864, 58, §§1,2. 
1880, 03. 

Massachusetts 
Teachers' As. 
<tociation to 
receive three 
hundred dol- 
lars annually. 
Res. 1880, 30. 



Sect. 4. When a county associjition of teachers and others 
holds an annual meeting of not less than one day, for the 
express purpose of promoting the interests of public schools, 
it shall receive twenty-five dollars from the commonwealth 
upon filing with the governor a certificate, under oath, of its 
president and secretary that a meeting has been so held. 

Sect. 5. Subject to the approval of the board of education, 
there shall annually be allowed and paid, out of that half of 
the income of the school fund not apportioned for distribution 
to cities and towns, to the president or treasurer of the Massa- 
chusetts Teachers* Association, three hundred dollars, to be 
applied to the purposes of said association. 



State aid to county associations of teachers was first granted 
in 1848. There are now eleven of these associations, and the 
sum of three hundred dollars is annually appropriated for their 
support. Although these institutions are not under the control 
of the State authorities, they co-operate with the Teachers' In- 
stitutes in accomplishing the same objects. 



CHAPTER 43. 



OF THE SCHOOL FUNDS. 



massachusetts schooj. fund. 
Section 

1. School fund, how invested. Income 
only to be used. 

2. Commissioners to manage same, and 
report to general court. 

3. Distribution of one-half of income 
among towns, etc. Appropriations 
for educational purposes to be paid 
from other half. Balance to be added 
to principal. 

4. Income, at what time to be appor- 
tioned and paid. 

5. Distribution of income not to be 



Section 

made to towns, etc., which do not 
comply with law. 

6. Income received by towns, etc., how 
applied. 

INDIAN SCHOOL FUND. 

7. Certain towns, how to apply money 
received from distribution of Indian 
school fund. 

8. School-houses on Indian lands to 
belong to towns. 

TODD NORMAL SCHOOL FUND. 

9. Todd fund, how applied. 



School fund, 
how invested. 
Income only 
to be used. 
G. S. 36, § 1. 
1866, 53. 



Massachusetts School Fund. 

Section 1. The present school fund of the commonwealth, 
together with such additions as may be made thereto, shall 
constitute a permanent fund, to be called the " Massachusetts 
School Fund ;" the principal of which shall not be diminished, 
and the income of which, including the interest on notes and 
bonds taken for sales of Maine lands and belonaing to said 
fund, shall be appropriated as hereinafter provided. 
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History of the Fund. 

The Massachusetts School Fund was established by the Leg- 
islative Acts of 1834, chap. 169, providing that *'all moneys 
in the treasury derived from the sale of lands in the State of 
Maine, and from the claims of the State on the Government of 
the United States for military services, and not otherwise 
appropriated, together with fifty per centum of all moneys 
thereafter to be received from the sale of lands in Maine, shall 
be appropriated to constitute a permanent fund for the aid and 
encouragement of common schools, provided that said fund 
sh:ill not exceed one million dollars." 

In 1854 (chap. 300) an important act was passed, provid- 
ing for the increase of the fund by the transfer '*of such a 
number of the shares held by the Commonwealth in the West- 
ern Railroad Corporation, as will, at the rate of one hundred 
dollars a share, increase the principal of said fund to the 
amount of one million five hundred dollars." 

Again, by chap. 154 of the Acts of 1859, it was provided 
in sect. 3, that '' all the avails of the moiety of the sales of 
public lands which by the provisions of the seventeenth chapter 
of the resolves of the year one thousand eight hundred and 
fifty-seven inure immediately to the use of the Commonwealth, 
and the use of which is not otherwise provided for in this act, 
shall be added to the principal of the Massachusetts School 
Fund." Provision was thus made for the indefinite enlarge- 
ment of the amount which the common schools would annually 
receive from the treasury of the State. Had this legislation 
been permitted to stand, the school fund would have been in- 
creased to the sum of five million of dollars, and thus the 
Commonwealth would have stood foremost in the Union in the 
provisions for the free and impartial education of her children. 

Up to this period the legisl.ition of the State had been liberal 
and generous to the common schools, and to the general educa- 
tional interests of the Commonwealth. 

The first adverse act was in 1861, when the sum of $232,790 
was diverted from the fund by the gift of land in the Back Bay 
to the Massachusetts Institute of Technology and the Boston 
Society of Natural History; the fund which had been solemnly 
set apart and pledged for the support of the schools and for 
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general educational piirpr)se3. But under the exigency of the 
case, and the necessity of providing means for the payment of 
the large sums raised by the State for the recruiting and send- 
ing forward troops, in 1864, chap. 313, the legislature created 
a fund by the issue of State scrip, not exceeding ten million 
dollars, to be called the Massachusetts Bounty Fund, and 
created a sinking fund for the payment. Towards this sinkino: 
fund the legislature appropriated all the receipts from the sale of 
B ick Bay lauds, less the expense of commissioners and of filling 
and preparing the lands for sale, including the portion now by 
law made payable to the Massachusetts school fund as soon as 
said school fund shall have reached the sum of $2,000,000. 
The whole amount paid under this statute into the school fund 
was $456,930.06, '' or less than fifteen per cent, of the esti- 
mated profits of the enterprise." 

Thus no provision has been made for the increase of the 
school fund to meet the natural growth of the population, and 
the increasing demand which must of necessity be made for the 
support of our educational institutions. And Masijachi: setts 
must, in some way, increase her school fund, if she desires to 
keep pace with her sister States in the higher education de- 
manded by the spirit of the times, and the progress of the age. 
The method of distribution of the income of this fund was 
provided for by the legislature of 1835, which method was 
amended by the legislature of 1839; and again subsequently, 
by the legislatures of 1846 and 1849. An act of 1854, increas- 
ing the fund, provides for the distribution of one-half of the 
annual income of said fund to " the use and support of com- 
mon schools," and for appropriating the other half to " general 
educational purposes." It also provided that in case said half 
(the last mentioned) of said annual income shall in any year 
exceed the sums so dra^vn from the treasury in such year, the 
sui-plus shall be carried to account of the principal of said 
fund, and added thereto until said principal shall amount to 
the sum of two million dollars. 

Under the fourth section of this chapter the money distrib- 
uted by the State is held by the treasurers of the respective 
towns subject to the order of the school committee of each 
town. Three-fourths of the income must be applied by the 
committees to the support of schools, and the whole may be. 
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The income received from the State is not subject to a vote 
of the town, nor is it necessarily divided in the same manner 
as mcmey raised by local taxation. Under this section it 
becomes the duty of each town treasurer to open an account 
with the school committee, and to hold the funds received from 
the State subject to their order. 

The establishment of the school fund in connection with the 
organization of the Board of Education has wrought a refor- 
mation in the character of the public schools. Although it 
was not the purpose of the legislature in establishing the fund 
to relieve the towns from the support of their schools, it was 
the purpose to furnish aid and encouragement. By furnishing 
this material aid, the State established a necessary relation 
between its own control and the control of the towns over the 
management of the public schools. 

With the fund it is possible to obtain accurate and full re- 
turns, and to communicate to the legislature and to the people 
all the material facts relating to the condition of the public 
schools. It enables the authorities to execute the school law^s, 
and to establish a uniform system of schools throughout the 
Commonwealth. It greatly aids the towns in supporting such 
schools as the statute requires the towns to maintain. 

Sect. 2. The secretary of the board of edoYmtion and the CommiesJon- 

j. L 11 L . . 1 J ... 1 -11 1 CM to manage 

treasurer shaU be commissioners, whose duty it shall be to same, and re. 
invest and manage the fund, and report annually to the gen- eia'court!* " 
eral court the condition and income thereof. All new invest- ^^^e, 63. 
ments of the fund, or of any part of the same, shall be made 
with the approval of the governor and council. 

Sect 3. One-half of the annual income of the fund shall be Dittribution 
apportioned and distributed without a specific appropriation fncome among 
for the support of public schools, and in the manner following : AppropVia- 
to wit, every town complying with all laws in force relating tions for edu. 
to the distribution of said income, and whose valuation of real poocs paid 
and personal estate, as shown by the last returns thereof, does {[^i™ ^Balance 
not exceed one million dollars, shall annually receive two to be Added to 

*' prmcipal. 

hundred dollars; every such town, whose valuation is more 1874,848, §§i, 

than one million, and does not exceed three million dollars 

ghall receive one hundred and fifty dollars ; and every such 

town, whose valuation is more than three million, and does not 

exceed five million dollars, shall receive one hundred dollars. 

The remainder of said half shall be distributed to all the cities 

and towns whose valuation does not exceed ten million dollars, 

'i proportion to the number of persons between five and fifteen 
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Income, at 
what time to 
be appor- 
tioned and 
paid. 

G. 8. 36, § 3. 
1S67, 98. 



Distribution 
of income not 
to be made to 
towns, etc., 
which do not 
comply with 
law« 

1865, 142, § 1. 

1866, 208, § 2. 
1878, 234, § 1. 



Income re- 
ceivod by 
towns, etc., 
how applied. 
G. S. 36, § 4. 



years of age belonging to each. All money appropriate I tor 
other educational purposes, unless otherwise specially pro- 
vided, shall be paid from the other half of said income. If the 
income in any year exceeds such appropriations, the surplus 
shall be added to the principal of said fund. 

Sect. 4. The income of said fund, appropriated to the sup- 
port of public schools, which has accrued on the thirty-first day 
of December in each year, shall be apportioned by the secre- 
tary and treasurer in the manner provided in the preceding 
section, and paid over by the treasurer to the treasurers of the 
several cities and towns on the twenty-fifth day of January 
thereafter. 

Sect. 5. No such apportionment tind distribution shall be 
made to a city or town which, has not maintained a school as 
required by section one of chapter fort3^-four ; or which, if con- 
taining the number of families or householders required by 
section two of said chapter, has not maintained, for at least 
thirty-six weeks during the year, exclusive of vacations, a high 
school such as is mentioned therein ; or which has not made the 
returns required by sections six and eight of chapter forty-six, 
and complied with the laws relating to truancy; or which has 
not raised by taxation for the wages and board of teachers, 
fuel for the schools, and care of fires and school-rooms during 
the school year embraced in the last annual returns, a sum not 
less than three dollars for each person between the ages of five 
and fifteen years belonging to such city or town ou tlie first 
day of May of said school year. 

Sect 6. The income of said fund received by the several 
cities and towns shall be applied by the school committees 
thereof to the support of the public schools therein ; but said 
committees may, if they see fit, appropriate therefrom any 
sum, not exceeding twent3^-five per cent, of the same, to the 
purchase of books of reference, maps, and apparatus for the 
use of said schools. 



Certain 
towns, how to 
apply money 
received from 
the distribu- 
tion of Indian 
school fund. 
1870, 350, § 1. 



School-houses 
on Indian 
lands to be- 
lonff to towns. 
1870, 350, § 2. 



Indian School Fund. 

Sect 7. Each of the towns of Mashpee, Gay Head, Edgar- 
town, Tisbury, Sandwich, and Plymouth, shall, at its discre- 
tion, apply, for the benefit of that portion of its inhabitants 
formerly called Indians, the money heretofore received by it 
from the distribution of the school fund for Indians, derived 
from the surplus revenue of the United States. 

Sect. 8. The school-houses heretofore erected by the com- 
monwealth upon Indian lands shall continue to be the property 
of the towns within which they are severally situated. 



From the internal revenue distributed to the several States 
by the general government, Massachusetts reserved $2,500 to 
be called '* The Indian School Fund," the income of which was 
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to be used for the support of schools among the Indians in 
certain towns of the State. In 1869 the Indians were made 
citizens. 

In 1870 a distribution of that fund was made to those towns, 
and the towns were required ** to apply, at their discretion, for 
the benefit of that portion of their inhabitants formerly called 
Indians, the money " so received. 

Todd Normal School Fund. 

Sect. 9. The income of the Todd fund shall be paid to the Todd fund, 

treasurer of the board of education, to be applied by said board ol^.^Ie!/?.* 

to specific objects, in connection with the normal schools, not ^®®^» ®^' § ^* 
provided for by legislative appropriation. 

See chap. 41, sect. 2. 



CHAPTER 44. 
OF THE PUBLIC SCHOOLS. 



Powers, 
of Bchool- 



public schools. 
Section 

1. Each town to have school six months 
in a year. Branches to be taught. 

2. High school in towns of five hun- 
dred families. Branches taught. 
Duration of scliool. Towns of four 
thousand inhabitants. 

3. High school districts in adjacent 
towns, how established. 

4. Committee, how chosen. 

5. to determine location 

house. 

6. Expenses apportioned. 

, 7. Industrial and mechanical drawing to 
be taught free to persons over fifteen, 
etc. 

8. Industrial schools ; expense of Fame ; 
no scholar to be compelled to study 
a trade, unless, etc. 

9. Nautical schools. 

10. Union schools may be established by 
two or more towns. 

11. how located, managed, supported, 
etc. 

12. Schools for those over twelve years 
of age. 

13. under superintendence of school 
committee. 

14. Female assistants. 

15. Duty of instructors in colleges, etc. 



Section 

16. of ministers and town oflScers. 

17. Towns to raise money for schools. 

18. Funds of corporations for support- 
ing schools not affected, etc. 

19. Forfeiture for neglect to raise money, 
etc. 

20. three-fourths of, to be appropriated 
to schools. 

21. School committee, how chosen. 
Number; term of service. Women 
eligible. 

22. Vacancies, how filled. 

23. When whole committee decline, new 
committee how elected. 

24. Term of service of person filling 
vacancy. 

25. On election of new board, certain 
duties of old to continue. 

26. Committee, how increased or dimin- 
ished. 

27. records of; secretary. 

28 to contract with teachers, unless, 
etc. 

29. Instructor to receive and file certifi- 
cate. When and how paid. 

30. may be dismissed. Compensation 
to cease. 

31. Examinations and visits by school 
committee ; purpose of visits. 



22 



SCHOOL LAWS 



[Ch. 44.] 



Section 

32. Bible to bo read in schools ; sectarian 
bool{B excluded. 

33. School committee to direct what 
books shall be nsed, and prescribe 
course of studies. 

34. may change books by two-thirds 
vote of whole committee. 

35. When change is made, new books to 
be furnished at expense of town, etc. 

36. Committee to procure books, appa- 
ratus, etc. 

37. for certain scholars at expense of 
town. 

38. Expense of books so supplied to be 
taxed to parents, etc. 

39. If parents unable to pay, tax may be 
omitted. 

40. Text-books and stationery may be 
furnished to pitplls by towns, etc., 
by vote. 

41. Duty of committee where school is 
for benefit of whole town. 



Sectiox 

42. Compensation of committee. 

SUPERINTENDENT OF PUBLIC SCHOOLS. 

43. Superintendent of schools, appoint- 
ment, dutiesi etc. 

44. Towns may form a district for em- 
ployment of superintendent. 

45. Manner of appointment, salary, etc. 

SCHOOL-HOUSES. 

46. Towns not districted to maintain 
school-houses, etc. Penalty for neg- 
lect. 

47. Location of school-houses. 

48. Land may l)e taken for school-house 
lots ; damages, etc. 

49. Owner of land may have jury. Pro- 
ceedings. Damages and costs. 

60. Committee of town not districted to 
have charge of school-houses. 

51. Provisions of chapter to apply to 
cities, except, etc. 



Each town to 
have school 
six months in 
a year. 
Branches 
t«iught. 
G. 8. 38, § 1. 
1862, 7 

1870, 248, § 1. 
1876, 3, § 1. 
10 Met. 508. 



Public Schools. 

Section 1. In every town there shall be kept, for at least 
six months in each year, at the expense of said town, by a 
teacher or teachers of competent ability and good morals, a 
suflScient number of schools for the instruction of all the chil- 
dren who may legally attend public school therein, in orthog- 
raphy, reading, writing, English grammar, geography, arith- 
metic, drawing, the history of the United States, and good 
behavior. Algebra, vocal music, agriculture, sewing, physi- 
ology, and hygiene shall be taught, by lectures or otherwise, 
in all the public schools in which the school committee deem it 
expedient. 

The school committee of a town are to determine what is a 
<* sufficient number" of schools for a town to maintain. [Chief 
Justice Shaw uses the following language :] — 

** There being no specific direction how schools shall be organized, how 
many schools shall be kept, what shall be the qualifications for admission 
to the schools, the age at which children may enter, the age to which 
they may continue, — these must all be regulated by the committee under 
their power of general superintendence " — 5 Gushing, 207. 

It is competent for teachers, with the approval of the school 
committee, to require pupils to prepare other exercises, and to 
pursue other studies than those named in this section, if they 
are clearly included in those required, — as composition-writ- 
ing is included in orthography and in grammar. 
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Sect. 2. Every town may, and every town containing five High Bchoois 
hundred families or householders, according to the latest public fTve^hundred 
census taken by the authority either of the commonwealth or of Branchea 
the United States, shall, besides the schools prescribed in the pre- J^"k*»^ 
ceding section, maintain a high school to be kept by a master i868, 226. 
of competent ability and good morals, who, in addition to the 
branches of learning before mentioned, shall give instruction 
in general history, book-keeping, surveying, geometry, natural 
philosophy, chemistry, botany, the civil polity of this com- 
monwealth and of the United States, and the Latin language. 
Such high school shall be kept for the benefit of all the inhab- Duration of 
itants of the town, ten months, at least, exclusive of vacations, school. 

. 1 owns of four 

in each year, and at such convenient place or alternately at thoueand in. 
such places in the town as the legal voters at their annual lewaai. 141. 
meeting determine And in every town containing four thou- JJ cuah^iTS 
sand inhabitants, the teacher or teachers of the schools required ®8 Mass. 589. 
by this section shall, in addition to the branches of instruction 
before required, be competent to give instruction in the Greek 
and French languages, astronomy, geology, rhetoric, logic, 
intellectual and moral science, and political economy. 

The term may applies to both grades of high schools. The 
law establishing the two grades named in this section was 
passed in 1826. There are now in the State 221 high schools. 
By the last census, 133 cities and towns are required to main- 
tain high schools, 84 of the higher, and 49 of the lower grade. 
There are 10 towns which support more than one high school. 
By the last census, the population of the State is 1,783,086. 
The population of the towns supporting high schools is 1,619,- 
636, or 90^^^ per cent, of the whole population. 

Sect. 3. Two adjacent towns, having each less than five High school 

hundred families or householders, may form one high school adjuceuV" 

district for establishing such a school as is contemplated in ebtabHshe? 

the preceding section, when a majority of the legal voters of ^ s.38, §3. 
each town, in meetings called for that purpose, so determine. 

Sect. 4. The school committees of the two towns so united Committee, 

shall elect one person from each of their respective boards, powers?*^"' 

and the two so elected shall form the committee for the man- ^* ®- ^» § *• 
agement and control of such school, with all the powers con- 
ferred upon school committees and prudential committees. 

Sect. 5. The committee thus formed shall determine the todeter- 

location of the school-house authorized to be built by the towns Sf 8choof.^*°° 

forming: the district, or, if the towns do not determine to erect ^PHf®* « « = 
a house, shall authorize the location of such school alternately 
in the two towns. 
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Expenses 
apportioned. 
O. S. 38, § 6. 



Industrial and 
mechanical 
drawing to be 
ttiught free to 

Sersons over 
fteen years 
of age. 
1870, 248, § 2. 

Industrial 
schools may 
be established 
by towns, etc., 
under super- 
intendeucy of 
school com- 
mittee. 
1872, 86. 



Cities and 
towns may 
estahUah nau- 
tical schools 
in ships or on 
shore. 
1878, 159. 



Union schools 
may be estab- 
lished by two 
or more 
towns. 
1868, 278, § 1. 

how man. 
aged, located, 
supported, 
etc. 

1868, 278, § 2. 
1U3 Mass. 99. 



Schools may 
.be maintained 
for those over 
twelve years 
of age 

G. 8. 38, § 7. 
1869. 305. 
10 Allen, 149. 



under su- 
perintendence 
of committee, 
a. ti. 38, § 8. 



Sect 6. In the erection of a school-hoase for the perma- 
nent location of sach school, in the support and maintenance 
of the school, and in all incidental expenses attending the 
same, the proportions to be paid by each town, unless other- 
wise agreed upon, shall be according to its proportion of the 
county tax. 

Sect 7. Any town may, and every city and town having* 
more than ten thousand inhabitants shall, annually make pro- 
vision for giving free instruction in industrial or mechanical 
drawing to persons over fifteen years of age, in either day or 
evening schools, under the direction of the school committee. 

Sect 8. A town may establish and maintain one or more 
industrial schools, which shall be under the superintendence of 
the school committee, who shall employ the teachers, prescribe 
the arts, trades, and occupations to be taught therein, and have 
the general control and management thereof; but they shall 
not expend for any such school an amount exceeding the 
appropriation specifically made therefor, and shall not compel 
any scholar to study any trade, art, or occupation without the 
consent of his parent or guardian ; and attendance upon such 
school shall not take the place of the attendance upon public 
schools required by law. 

Sect. 9. A town may establish and maintain, upon shore or 
upon ships or other vessels at the option of the school com- 
mittee, one or more schools for training young men or boys 
in nautical duties ; such schools shall be subject to the provis- 
ions of the preceding section, except that the school committee 
may excuse boys attending such nautical schools from attend- 
ance on other schools. 

Sect. 10. Two or more towns may, by a vote of a major- 
ity of the legal voters in each town, unite in establishing union 
schools for the accommodation of such contiguous portions of 
each as shall be mutually agreed upon. 

Sect 11. The management and control of such schools, the 
location of the same or of the school-houses therefor, and the 
apportionment of the expenses of erecting such school-houses 
and of the support and maintenance of said schools, with all 
expenditures incident to the same, shall be governed by the 
provisions of sections four, ^Ye, and six. 

Sect. 12. A town may establish and maintain, in addition 
to the schools required by law to be maintained therein, schools 
for the education of persons over twelve years of age ; may 
determine the term or terms of time in each year and the 
hours of the day or evening during which said school shall be 
kept ; and may appropriate such sums of money as may be 
necessary for the support thereof. 

Sect. 13. When a school is so established, the school com- 
mittee shall have the same superintendence over it as they have 
over other schools, and shall determine what branches of learn- 
ing may be taught therein. 
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Sect. 14. In every public school haying an average of fifty Female assisu 
ischolars, the school district or town to which such school be- o. g. 33, § 9, 
longs, shall employ one or more female assistants, unless such 
•district or town votes to dispense with such assistant. 

It would be well for the schools if the wise provision made 
hy this statute was always observed. Great waste will be 
produced whenever a larger number of pupils than can be well 
taught, are assigned to one teacher. Fifty pupils is the maxi- 
mum number. 

Sect. 15. It shall be the duty of the president, professors, Duty of in. 
and tutors of the university at Cambridge and of the several SoHegesfetc. 
•colleges, of all preceptors and teachers of academies, and of ^"^Jijution, 
all other instructors of youth, to exert their best endeavors to <>• s. 88, § 10. 

12 Allen 127. 

impress on the minds of children and youth committed to their ' 

care and instruction the principles of piety and justice and a 
•sacred regard to truth ; love of their country, humanity, and 
universal benevolence; sobriety, industry, and frugality; 
chastity, moderation, and temperance ; and those other virtues 
which are the ornament of human society and the basis upon 
which a republican constitution is founded ; and it shall be the 
duty of such instructors to endeavor to lead their pupils, as 
their ages and capacities will admit, into a clear understanding 
♦of the tendency of the above-mentioned virtues to preserve 
and perfect a republican constitution and secure the blessings 
of liberty as well as to promote their future happiness, and 
-also to point out to them the evil tendency of the opposite 
vices. 
Sect. 16. The resident ministers of the gospel, the select- of minis- 

tors ftnd town 

men, and the school committees shall exert their influence and officers. 
Tise their best endeavors that the youth of their towns shall Si^asl.^us. 
regularly attend the schools established for their instruction. 

This provision of the constitution contains an emphatic 
•expression of the will of the people concerning the introduction 
of the moral element into all our public instruction. By it the 
teachers of science, as well as of religion, are enjoined to train 
the young under their care to the practice of every virtue. 
This provision, sanctioned and enforced by the popular will, has 
produced a most marked effect upon the spirit of our educa- 
tional institutions. 

Sect. 17. The several towns shall at their annual meet- Towns to 
ings, or at a regular meeting called for the purpose, raise such f^'fcSo^sf 
«ums of money for the support of schools as they judge neces- S'Met^sls^*' 
«ary ] which sums shall be assessed and collected in like man- 
ner as other town taxes. 
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Bohool funds 
of corpora. 
tioDB not 
affected, etc. 
G. S. 38, § 13. 

Forfeiture for 

neglect to 

raise money, 

etc. 

O. S. 38, $ 14. 

11 Cash. 178. 



three-fourths 
of, appropri- 
ated to 
schools. 
a. 8. 38, S 16. 



Sect. 18. Nothing contained in this chapter shall affect the- 
right of any corporation established in a town to manage any 
estate or funds given or obtained for the purpose of supporting 
schools therein, or in any wise affect such estate or funds. 

Sect. 19. A town which refuses or neglects to raise money 
for the support of schools as required by this chapter shall for^ 
felt a sum equal to twice the highest sum ever before voted for 
the support of schools therein. A town which refuses or 
neglects to choose a school committee to superintend its- 
schools, or to choose prudential committees in the several dis- 
tricts, when it is its duty to choose such prudential committees,, 
shall forfeit not less than five hundred nor more than one 
thousand dollars to be paid into the treasury of the county. 

Sect. 20. Three-fourths of any forfeiture so paid shall be 
paid by the county treasurer to the school committee, if any* 
otherwise to the selectmen of the town from which it is recov- 
ered, who shall apportion and appropriate the same to the sup- 
port of the schools of such town in the same manner as if it 
had been regularly raised by the town for that purpose. 



By the seventeenth section the towns are required to raise- 
such sums of money for the support of schools as they judge 
necessary. The town is to judge of the needed expenditure. 
The annual report of the school committee will furnish the 
data on which the judgment of the town is to be based. An 
estimate of the amount of money needed to carry on the 
schools for the year should be made by the committee and 
presented to the town at its annual meeting. It would be well 
to make the estimate in detail as follows : — 

1. For support of schools, including wages and board of teachers, fuel 
care of fires and school-rooms. 

2. Repairs. 

8. Apparatus, books of reference, etc. 

4. Incidentals, as school-room supplies, pails, brooms, crayons, erasers, 

etc. 

The towns have authority to raise money for the support of 
all schools that may properly be called town schools. See 
decision below. 

" The court are of opinion that the provision in the statutes which pro- 
vides the small amount of schooling which towns are compelled to provide 
for under a penalty, is not a definition or limit of the public schools which 
they have authority to provide for by taxation ; but that the provision is to 
be taken in connection with the broader power given to towns to grant and 
vote money, as they shall judge necessary, for the support of schools, and 
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also with the whole course of policy and of legislation npon the same sub- 
ject. This power is to be exercised in good faith for the support of * town 
schools,^ as that tenn is well known and understood, for the general bene- 
fit, and not colorably for^the promotion of other and different objects."— 
Metcnlf^ vol. 10, page 520. 

In the case of The Commonwealth vs, the Inhabitants of 
Sheffield (11 Gushing, 178), it was held that the offence con- 
templated by the statutes on which the 19th and 20th sections 
of this chapter are founded, could be committed only once a 
year — that the calendar year is intended. 

Sect. 21. Every town shall, at its annual meeting, or at a School com- 
meeting appointed and notified by the selectmen for the pur- ^osen, etc. 
pose and held in the same month in which the annual meet- ^gj^fJJ ^ ^ 
ing occurs, choose by written ballots a school committee o.s. 38, §16, 
which shall have the general charge and superintendence of i879;^;§4. 

23 Pick TSSi 

all the public schools in the town. Said committee shall con- 5 Qae),; 207! 

sist of any number of persons divisible by three which said ^20^^^ 

town has decided to elect, one-third thereof to be elected an- 10 Alien, 14&. 

nually, and to continue in office three years. No person shall 101 Mass. 143. 

be deemed to be ineligible to serve upon a school committee ^^^ ^"■* ^^^' 
by reason of sex. K a town fails or neglects to choose such 
committee, an election at a subsequent meeting shall be valid. 

[The school law of 1826, chap. 170, sect. 1, first required 
towns to elect a school committee.] 

[By the statutes of 1827, chap. 143, sect. 5, every town was 
required to elect three, five, or seven persons, and towns con_ 
taining four thousand inhabitants were empowered to choose 
an additional number not exceeding seven.] 

[The act of 1857, chap. 270, changed the number to three 
or some multiple of three, and each member after the first elec- 
tion was to hold oflSce for three years.] 

By sect. 21 the committee have general charge and super- 
intendence of the schools. In the absence of express legal provis- 
ions, it has been decided that *' the power of general superintend- 
ence vests a plenary authority in the committee to arrange, clas- 
sify and distribute pupils in such a manner as they think best 
adapted to their general proficiency and welfare. If they 
should judge it expedient to have a grade of schools for chil- 
dren from seven to ten, and another for tht)se from ten to four- 
teen, it would seem to be within their authority to establish 
such schools. So to separate male and female pupils into 
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different schools. The law has vested the power in the com- 
mittee to regulate this system of distribution and classification ; 
and when this power is reasonably exercised without being 
abused or perverted by colorable pretences, the decision of the 
committee must be deemed conclusive." 5 Cush. 208. 

The general school committee of a city or town have power, 
under the laws of this Commonwealth, in order to maintain the 
purity and discipline of the public schools, to exclude there- 
from a child whom they deem to be of a licentious and immoral 
•character, although such character is not manifested by any 
:acts of licentiousness or immorality within the school. 8 
Cush. 160. 

The school committee has authority not subject to revision if 
exercised in good faith, to exclude a pupil from a public school 
for misconduct which injures its discipline and management; 
and the expulsion of such a pupil from the school by a part of 
the committee, unanimously ratified afterwards by the full com- 
mittee, is not an irregularity in the exercise of the authority, 
which gives the pupil a right of action against the town. 105 
Mass. 475. 

Vacancies, Sect. 22. If a person elected a member of the school com- 

G°'s538f§ 17. mittee, after being duly notified of his election in the manner 
in which town officers are required to be notified, refuses or 
neglects to accept said office, or if a member of the committee 
declines further service, or, from change of residence or other- 
wise, becomes unable to attend to the duties of the committee, 
the remaining members shall, in writing, give notice of the 
fact to the selectmen of the town, or to the mayor and alder- 
men of the city, and the two boards shall thereupon, after giv- 
ing public notice of at least one week, proceed to fill such 
vacancy ; and a majority of the ballots of persons entitled to 
vote shall be necessary to an election. 
When whole SECT. 23. If all the persons elected members of the school 
committee committee, after such notice of their election, refuse or neglect 
committee to accept the office, or having accepted afterwards decline fur- 
a.^.*38, § 18. ther service, or become unable to attend to the duties of the 
committee, the selectmen or the mayor and aldermen shall, 
after giving like public notice, elect by ballot a new committee, 
and the votes of a majority of the entire board of selectmen, or 
of the mayor and aldermen, shall be necessary to an election. 

" To constitute a valid election, in case of vacancy, the per- 
son elected must have received a number of votes equal to a 
majority of all the persons entitled to vote ; that is, if there 
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were in a town five selectmen and five remaining members of 
the Sichool committee, there would be ten persons entitled to 
vote ; and six votes would be necessary to an election, even 
though only eight, or seven, or six votes should be cast. The 
same rule also applies when, under the authority given^in the 
twenty-third section, the mayor and aldermen of a city, or the 
selectmen of a town, proceed to elect an entire board of school 
committee. An article * to choose all necessary town officers * 
is notice only of those elections that are provided for by 
the standing laws. Hence it follows that vacancies occurring 
after the warrant for the annual election is issued, and before 
the election is held, cannot be filled at that meeting. In such 
case the vacancy must be filled by the conventions provided for 
in the twenty-second and twenty-third sections of this chapter." 

** The following case was once submitted to the department. 
The annual meeting of a town was held on the fifth of March. 
Before the election of members of the school committee, the 
meeting adjourned to the first Monday of April. About the 
twentieth of March a member of the school committee, whose 
term would have expired in 1861, resigned. On the twenty- 
seventh of March the remaining members of the committee and 
the selectmen, after giving due notice, elected a person to fill 
the vacancy." 

At the meeting in April, it being an adjournment of the 
March meeting, and acting under an article in the warrant 
"to choose all necessary town officers" the town elected a 
different person to fill the vacancy. The attorney-general 
gave an opinion that the election by the town was not valid, 
and that the person elected in convention was entitled to the 
seat. 

Sect. 24. The term of service of every member elected in Term of ser- 

pursuance of the provisions of the two preceding sections filling va^"^ 

shall end with the municipal or official year in which he is G^sfas, &i&. 
chosen ; and if the vacancy which he was elected to fill was 
for a longer period, it shall, at the first annual election after 
the occurrence of the vacancy, be filled in the manner pre- 
scribed for original elections of the school committee. 

Sect. 25. All the members of the school committee shall ?eVboa°d! ^' 

continue in office for the purpose of superintending the winter of'^Sd^tocon- 

terms of the several schools, and of making and transmitting ^*""e. 

the certificate, returns, and report of the committee, notwith- 1866,' 134. 
standing the election of any successor at the annual meeting ; 



30 SCHOOL LAWS [Ch. 44.] 

but for all other duties, the term of office shall commence im- 
mediately after election; except that, in cities where no 
different provision has been specifically made, the term of office 
of members of the school committee shall commence at the 
time provided in regard to members of the several city 
councils. 
Oommittoe, SECT. 26. A town may, at its annual meeting, vote to in- 

bow iocrcftflCQ 

ordiminiahed. crcasc or diminish the number of its school committee. Such 
^* ^ ^^' increase shall be made by adding one or more to each class 
to hold office according to the tenure of the class to which 
they are severally chosen. Such diminution shall be made by 
choosing, annually, such number as will in three years effect 
it, and a vote to diminish shall remain in force until the dim- 
inution under it is accomplished. 

By this statute a towu may increase its school committee by 
adding an equal number to each of its three classes, and this 
may be done at any annual meeting named for that purpose. 
It will, however, require three years to effect a diminution, as 
members once duly elected cannot be deprived of their offices. 
During the time required to make the diminution, it may occur 
that the committee will not always consist of some multiple of 
three. 

Oommittee, Seot. 27. The school Committee shall appoint a secretary 

TOcretaryf' and keep a permanent record book, in which all its votes, 

G. s. 38, § 22. orders, and proceedings shall by him be recorded. 

to contract Seot. 28. The school committee, unless the town at its an- 

^wifetef"' nual meeting determines that the duty may be performed by 

|Q> s. 38^ 28. ^g prudential committee, shall select and contract with the 

9 Allen, 04.' tcachers of the public schools ; shall require full and satis- 

AQ UlntM 587 

'^ * factory evidence of the good moral character of all teachers 
who may be employed ; and shall ascertain, by personal ex- 
amination, their qualifications for teaching, and their capacity 
for the government of schools. 

The duty indicated in the 28th section is the most impor- 
tant one which the school committee is called to perform. It 
is necessary that the schools shall be supplied with good teach- 
ers ; for whatever may be done by external agencies, a good 
school will never exist until it is created by a good teacher. 

The committee are to find such teachers by examination. 
The most satisfactory examination will be made by observing a 
teacher at his work. If this cannot be done, the candidate may 
be examined by questions, which shall test his ability to teach 
the branches of learning to be pursued in the schools, also his 
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ability to organize and control a school. Before a teacher is 
employed, the committee should be thoroughly satisfied that he 
has a good moral character, and that he has a good method of 
teaching morals to his pupils. 

Sect. 29. Every teacher of a town or district school shall, Teachers to 

receive and 

before he opens snch school, obtain from the school committee me certificate; 
a certificate in duplicate of his qualifications, one of which paid?*" ^^ 
shall be deposited with the selectmen before any payment is &-S-38, §24. 
made to such teacher on account of his services ; and upon so 
filing such certificate, the teacher of any public school shall be 
entitled to receive, on demand, his wages due at the expiration 
of any quarter, or term longer or shorter than a quarter, or 
upon the close of any single term of service, subject to the 
conditions specified in section fifteen of chapter forty-six. 

Sect. 80. The school committee may, when they think mSS^.^It^!'' 
proper, dismiss any teacher from employment, and such teacher G^. s. 38, § 26. 
shall receive no compensation for services rendered after such 9 Alien, W. 
dismissal. 

No teacher should be allowed to enter upon the discharge of 
the duties of his office until he has obtained from the school 
committee a duplicate certificate of qualifications. He must 
deposit one copy with the selectmen of the town ; the other 
he must retain for his own reference. Until this is done the 
teacher has no authority either to teach or to control a school » 
nor will he be legally entitled to his wages. 

*' The power granted by the thirtieth section is absolute. It 
leill often happen that a committee may be in possession of suffi- 
cient reasons to justify the dismissal of a teacher, and yet a wise 
public policy would avoid a disclosure of them. Experience 
has proved that this power is not liable to abuse. Committees 
are reluctant to take upon themselves the responsibility of dis- 
missing a teacher, except in extreme cases." 

Sect. 31. The school committee, or some one or more of School com- 

them, in each town where there is no superintendent of schools, schools at 

shall for the purpose of organizing and making a careful ex- S?df„JlT* 

amination of the schools, and of ascertaining that the scholars JJ[J°™v1om 

are properly supplied with books, visit all the public schools notice to 

therein on some day during the first week after the opening of pose of visits, 

such schools, and on some day during the two weeks preceding Sie.'iM'.V^' 
the close of the same, and also, without giving previous notice 
thereof to the instructors, once in each month ; and they shall 
at such examinations inquire into the regulation and discipline 

of the schools, and into the habits and proficiency of the schol- 
ars. 
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The requirements of this section are so plain as to leave no 
room for explanation. 

BiWetobe SECT. 32. The school committee shall require the daily 

•ehooiB. Sec reading in the public schools of some portion of the Bible, 

ezdoded? without Written note or oral comment ; but they shall not re- 

1880* 176. quire a scholar, whose parent or guardian informs the teacher 

12 Allen, 127. in writing that he has conscientious scruples against it, to read 

frqm any particular version, or to take any personal part in 

the reading ; nor shall they direct to be purchased or used in 

the public schools school-books calculated to favor the tene ts 

of any particular sect of Christians. 

[It is the settled policy of the State to require the use of the 
Bible in the public schools, and since the passage of the act of 
18559 there have been but few objections made.] 

[The duty of the committees is performed if they require 
the Bible to be read by the teachers as a part of the morning 
devotional service. The law does not prescribe, as a rule from 
which;, there are to be no deviations, that every pupil who may 
be able to read the Bible shall be required to do so. In this 
respect a discretion is vested in the committees.] No sectarian 
books are used in the schools. 

Oommittee to SECT. 33. The school committee shall direct what books 
booS'IhaUbe ^^^^^ ^® ^^®^ ^^ ^^® public schools, and shall prescribe, as far 
used In public ag {q practicable, a course of studies and exercises to be pur- 

•chooU, and , , . rw,i . •,..«, 

prescribe sued therein. These exercises may, at the discretion of the 
oouraeof stud, qq^j^^j^h^qq^ include calisthenic, gymnastic, and military drill : 
1881* mVi. P'f'ovided^ that no special instructors shall be employed to 
teach gymnastic, calisthenic, or military drill, except by a two- 
thirds vote of the committee present and voting thereon. But 
no pupil shall be required to take part in any military exercise 
in case he, his parent or guardian, notifies the school com- 
mittee that he or such parent or guardian has conscientious 
scruples against such exercise, or believes it would be injurious 
to the health of said pupil. 

It is> necessary that the schools of every town shall have a 
definite and well arranged course of studies. 

The topics introduced into the course should be such as will 
lead the learner to obtain useful knowledge, and such also as 
will furnish occasions for that activity of the mind which will 
produce the best mental development. The topics should be 
so arranged in the course that they will hold a logical relation 
to one another, and will be adapted to the wants of the minds 
^f the pupils as their powers are developed. 
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Sect. 34. A change may be made in the school-books used Oommittee 
in the public schools in a town by a vote of two-thirds of the books by two- 
whole school committee thereof at a meeting of said com- whole com- 
mittee, notice of such intended change having been given at a i^f^f c 2, 
previous meeting. 

Sect. 35. If a change is made as provided for in the pre- if change u 
ceding section, each pupil then belonging to the public schools books to be 
and requiring the substituted book shall, on giving up a copy exp°en5e o** 
of the superseded book in condition fit to be used, be furnished ^^°> ®K- « 
with the substituted book by the school committee, at the ex- 1877, 24. 
pense of the town. 

Sect. 36. Each school committee shall procure, at the ex- Committee to 
pense of its town, a sufficient supply of text-books for its public books, i»pp»- 
schools, and shall give notice of the place where such books g^sI'sII^S so. 
may be obtained. They shall be furnished to the pupils at ^* ^^^- 2*' 
such prices as merely to reimburse the expense of the same. 
The committee may also procure, at the expense of the town, 
in accordance with appropriations therefor previously made, 
such apparatus, books of reference, and other means of illus- 
tration as they deem necessary for the schools under their 
supervision. 

Sect. 37. If a scholar is not furnished by his parent, master fo' oertain 
or guardian with the requisite books, he shall be supplied expense of 
therewith by the school committee at the expense of the town, g.^%8, § 30. 

*' Under sect. 36 the school committee may either buy the 
books on the credit of the town, or may buy them and thereby 
make themselves creditors of the town. The requisition that 
the school committee shall give notice of the place where such 
books may be obtained, is substantially complied with if the 
books are placed in the hands of the schoolmasters, with notice 
to the schools that they may be obtained of the masters. '* 
(13 Pick. 229.) 

Sect. 38. The school committee shall give notice in writino" Expense of 
to the assessors of the names of the scholars supplied wfth pHed*tobe°^ 
books under the provisions of the preceding section, of the ^ts^ete.^*'' 
books so furnished, the prices thereof, and of the names of the ^* ^- 38,§ 3i. 
parents, masters, or guardians, who ought to have supplied the 
same. The assessors shall add the price of the books to the 
next annual tax of such parents, masters, or guardians ; and 
the amount so added shall be levied, collected, and paid into 
the town treasury in the same manner as the town taxes. 

Sect. 39. If the assessors are of opinion that any parent, if parents 
master, or guardian is unable to pay the whole expense of the ^*ma*V*^* 
books so supplied on his account, they shall omit to add the omitted. 
price of such books to his annual tax, or shall add only a part ' ' 
thereof, according to their opinion of his ability to pay. 
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Text-books SECT. 40. A citv by ordinance, and a town by vote, may 

and stationery J J » j i j 

mav be fur- authorize its school committee to purchase text-books and sta- 
les and towns tiouerj for use in the public schools, such text-books to be the 
SiEScschoois property of the city or town, and to be lent to pupils under 
1873, 106. such resrulations as the school committee may make. 

1878, 23. ^ -^ 

The exercise of the power granted by sect. 38 makes the 
public school wholly free. Wherever the plan has been 
adopted of furnishing school supplies by the town, it has been 
found to save two-fifths of the expense ; to make a great saving^ 
of time in organizing the schools at the beginning of the term ; 
to prevent the wasteful and demoralizing use of books ; to 
greatly increase the amount of work accomplished by the 
pupils, and to increase the attendance from three per cent, to 
seven per cent. The plan is held in great favor wherever it 
has been tried. 

Duty of com- Sect. 41. In any town containing five hundred families 

xnittee where 

school is for and in which a high school is kept as before provided, the 
-whole town, school Committee shall perform the duties in relation to such 
O. S. 38, § 33. school, the house where it is kept, and the supply of all things^ 
necessary therefor, which the prudential committee may per- 
form in a school district. 
Compensation SECT. 42. Each member of the school committee in cities 

of committee. 

0. s. 88, § 84. shall be paid one dollar a day, and in towns two dollars and a 
' ' half a day, for the time actually employed in discharging the 

duties of the office, together with such additional compensation 
as the city or town may allow, except as f)rovided in the fol- 
lowing section. 



Superintendents op Public Schools. 
Superintend- Sect. 43. A city by ordinance, and a town by vote, may 

ent of schools, . , , , . „ . . 

appointment, require the school committee annually to appoint a supenn- 

CK s^^ss? § 35. tendent, who, under the direction and control of said commit- 

1870* m! *®®» shall have the care and supervision of the public schools ; 

1873, 108. or the school committee of any city without such ordinance 

1874 272 

may appoint a superintendent by a majority vote of the whole 
board; the compensation of the superintendent shall not be 
less than one dollar and fifty cents for each day of actual ser- 
vice, and shall be determined by the school committee,iand, in 
cities without such ordinance, by a majority vote of the whole 
board ; in every city in which such ordinance is in force or in 
which a superintendent is appointed, and in every town in 
which a superintendent is appointed and which does not pro- 
vide otherwise by vote, the school committee shall receive no 
compensation. 
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Sect. 44. Two or more towns may, by a vote of each, form a Towm may 
district for the purpose of employing a superintendent of pub- for empioy- 
lic schools therem, who shall perform in each town the duties Sfendlnr' 

prescribed by law. iSTorSSs. $ i. 

Sect. 45. Such superintendent shall be annually appointed manner of 
by a joint committee, composed of the chairman and secretary JJ^jJj|*5JJ°*» 
■of the school committee of each of the towns in said district, 1870, 183, § 2. 
who shall determine the relative amount of service to be per- 
formed by him in each town, and shall fix his salary and appor- 
tion the amount thereof to be paid by the several towns, and 
certify such amount to the treasurer of each town. Said joint 
•committee shall, for said purposes, be held to be the agents of 
-each town composing such district. 

It is the universal testimony of those best able to judge, that 
the schools of a country are good as their superintendence is 
good, and poor as their superintendence is inefficient. The cities 
^nd large towns of the Commonwealth have provided themselves 
with school superintendents. The small towns can provide 
themselves with these agents, under the provisions made in 
«ect. 44. The experiment has been tried in two cases, and 
in both it has proved eminently successful. (Sect. 108.) 

School-houses. ' ^ 

Sect. 46. Every town not divided into school districts Towns iK>t 
ishall provide and maintain a sufficient number of school-houses, maintain 
properly furnished and conveniently located for the accommo- J^.'^^peSaify* 
-dation of all the children therein entitled t(x attend the public S'a ®S}®?iA 
schools ; and the school committee, unless the town otherwise i87i, 146. 
directs, shall keep such houses in good order, and shall pro- 
cure a suitable place for the schools, where there is no school- 
liouse, and provide fuel and all other things necessary for the 
<5omfort of the scholars therein, at the expense of the town. 
A town which for one year refuses or neglects to comply with 
the requirements of this section shall forfeit not less than five 
^hundred nor more than one thousand dollars, to be paid, appor- 
tioned, and appropriated as provided in sections nineteen and 
twenty. 

Sect. 47. A town, at a meeting legally called for the pur- Location of 

J, . .'t 1 .' i* »!. T-iT. J Bchool-housea. 

pose, may determine the location of its school-houses, and g. s. 38, § 87. 
adopt all necessary measures to purchase and procure land for 127 Maw.* 4.^^' 
the accommodation thereof. 

Sect, 48. When land has been designated by a town, or by Land may be 
:a school district or those acting under its authority, or has schooi-houee 
been determined upon by the selectmen of a town, as a suitable ^^i damage^ 
place for the erection of a school-house and necessary build- ]^q^^\^^ 
ings, or for enlarging a school-house or school-house lot, the 10 Oray, 40.' 
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4 Allen, 608. selectmen may proceed to select at their discretion, and to lay 
*^' ' out a school-house lot or an enlargement thereof, and tcv 
appraise the damages to the owner of such land in the manner 
provided/for laying out town ways and appraising damages- 
sustained thereby ; and upon the approval and adoption by the 
town of such selection and laying out of such lot, or of any 
enlargement thereof, the land shall be taken held, and used 
for such purpose. But no lot so taken or enlarged shall exceed 
in the whole eighty square rods, exclusive of the land occupied 
by the school buildings. 

In accordance with the provision of sect. 46 it is the duty of 
the school committee of a town to keep the school-houses in a 
good condition for the convenience, comfort, and health of the 
children and their teachers. This implies that the school-houses- 
are provided with a good site and situation ; that they are fur- 
nished with proper heating and ventilation ; that they are con- 
structed so that the rooms shall have an abundance of light 
falling properly on the eyes of the children, and that they shall 
be of proper size to accommodate all who may rightfully occupy 
them. 

Owner of land Sect. 49. When the owner feels aggrieved by the laying 
jury. ¥n>^ ^^^ ^^ enlargement of such lot, or by the award of damages^ 
iSm°*** d ^® '^^y* upon application therefor in writing to the county 
costs. commissioners within one year thereafter, have the matter of 

2Grav,4i4. ' his complaint tried by a jury, and the jury may change the 
109 Mass. 225. iQ^ation of such lot or enlargement, and assess damages there- 
for. The proceedings shall in all respects be conducted in the 
manner provided in cases of damages by laying out highways.. 
If the damages are increased or the location changed by the 
jury, the damages and all charges shall be paid by the town ; 
otherwise the charges arising on such application shall be paid 
by the applicant. The land so taken shall be held and used for 
no other purpose than that contemplated by this chapter, and 
shall revert to the owner, his heirs or assigns, upon the discon- 
tinuance there, for one year, of such school as is required by 
law to be kept by the town. 
Committee of SECT. 50. The school committee of a town in which the 
trkted"toh^^ school district system does not exist shall have the general 
charge of char^re and superintendence of the school-houses therein, so- 

Bchool-honses. ° , *^ ^, \.. i . i ^i 

G. 8. 38, § 40. far as relates to the uses to which the same may be appro- 
priated. 
Provisions of SECT. 51. Except as may be otherwise provided in their 
pW^ciUeJr respective charters or in acts in amendment thereof, the pro- 
except, etc visions of this chapter, so far as applicable, shall apply to 

O. S. 38, § 41. 

cities 
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Chapter 45 of the Public Statutes pertains wholly to school 
districts, and is omitted from this edition of the school laws, 
because the districts were abolished by the legislature of 1882. 
See chap. 219, Acts of 1882. 

An Act to Abolish the School District System. 

Section 1. The school district system in this Commonwealth is hereby 
abolished. 

Sect. 2. The provisions of chapter forty-five of the Public Statutes, so 
far as the same apply to towns in which the school district system is abol- 
ished by vote, shall apply to all towns in which the school district system 
is abolished by this act. 

Sect. 3. This act shall take effect on the first day of January, in the 
^ear eighteen hundred and eighty-three. 

Approved May 12, 1882, 

** The provisions of chapter forty-five of the Public Statutes," 
referred to in sect. 2 of this act, require the town in which 
*^ the school district system is abolished, unless the districts so 
abolished were united school districts in adjoining towns," to 
** forthwith take possession of all the school-houses, land, 
apparatus, and other property owned and used by the several 
school districts therein, which said districts might lawfully con- 
vey ; except that any property held in trust by virtue of a 
gift, devise or bequest for the benefit of a school district shall 
•continue to be held and used according to the terms thereof." 

Also, that *'the property so taken shall be appraised under 
the direction of the town, and at the next annual assessment 
thereafter a tax shall be levied upon the whole town equal to 
the amount of said appraisement, and there shall be remitted 
to the tax- payers of each district the appraised value of its 
property thus taken." 

This appraisement must be under the direction of the town; 
it is not enough for the selectmen to take possession and 
appraise, etc. 
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CHAPTER 46. 



OF SCHOOL BBGISTEBS AND RETURNS. 



Section 

1. Town clerks to deliyer registers, etc., 
to school committee. 

2. If not receiyed. 

3. Duties of school committee as to per- 
sons between flye and fifteen. 

4. Penalty for withholding information 
from committee, etc. 

5. School committee to certify number 
of children, sums raised for schools, 
etc. 

6. Registers to be kept ; returns. 

7. In returns, twenty days or forty half- 
days to be counted as one month. 



Section 

8. Committee's report; to whom sent^ 
where deposited ; to be printed. 

9. When report is not made. 

10. When informal, etc. 

11. Penalty for neglect or for informal^ 
etc., report. 

12. Reports, etc., of board of educatiouy. 
how receiyed, deliyered, and for what 
purpose. In whom property of. 

13. Who to sign reports. 

14. Penalty on committee for neglect ii> 
returns, etc. 

15. Registers, how kept. Teachers not 
to draw pay until return of register. 



Town clerks 
to deliver ro- 
isters, etc., to 
school com- 
mittee. 
O. S. 40, § 1. 



If not re- 
ceived. 
G. S. 40, S S. 



School com- 
mittee to make 
a record of all 
children be- 
tween ages of 
five and fif- 
teen. 
1874, 803, § 1. 

Penalty for 
withholding 
information 
from commit- 
tee, etc. 
1879, 21. 



School com- 
mittee to cer- 
tify number 
of^children, 
also snm 
raised for 
support of 
schools. 
1874, 303, § 2. 



Section 1. The clerks of the several cities and towns, upon 
receiying from the secretary of the board of education the 
school registers and blank forms of inquiry for school returns, 
shall deliyer them to the school committee of such cities and 
towns. 

Sect. 2. If a school committee fails to receive such blank 
forms of return on or before the last day of March, they shall 
forthwith notify the secretary of the board of education, who 
shall transmit such forms as soon as may be. 

Sect. 3. The school committee shall annually, in the- 
month of May, ascertain or cause to be ascertained the names* 
and ages of all persons between the ages of five and fifteen 
years belonging to their respective cities and towns on the first 
day of May, and shall make a record thereof. 

Sect. 4. Whoever, having under his control a child betweea 
the ages of eight and fourteen years, withholds information in 
his possession sought by a school committee or its agents for 
the purposes of the preceding section, or falsifies in regard to- 
the same, shall be punished by fine not exceeding twenty 
dollars, or by imprisonment not exceeding thirty days. 

Sect. 5. The school committee shall annually, on or before- 
the last day of the following April, certify under oath the- 
numbers so ascertained and recorded, and the sum raised by 
their city or town for the support of schools during the preced- 
ing school year, including only wages and board of teachers ^ 
fuel for the schools, and care of the fires and Jschool-rooms ; 
and they shall transmit such certificate to the secretary of the 
board of education. The form of such certificate shall be as 
follows : to wit, — 
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We, the school committee of , do certify that on the first Form of cer- 
day of May, in the year , there were belonging to said t^«»*«- 

town [or cit^l the number of persons between the ages 

of five and mteen ; and we fiirther certify that said town [or 
city] raised the sum of dollars for the support of public 

schools for the preceding school year, including only the wages 
and board of teachers, fuel for the schools, and care of fires 
and school-rooms, and that said town [or city] maintained 
during said year, each of the schools required to be kept by 
section one of chapter forty-four of the Public Statutes for a 
period not less than 9ix months ; and we further certify that 
said town [or city] maintained during said year school 

for the benefit of all the inhabitants of the town [or city], as 
required by section two of chapter forty-four of the Public 
Statutes for months and days. 



} 



School Committee, 



,ss. 
On this day of , personally appeared the above- 

named school committee of , and made oath that the 

above certificate by them subscribed is Xrue. 
Before me. 

Justice of the Peace. 

^^ No more important duty is laid upon the school committees 
than prescribed by the fifth section of this chapter. If prop- 
erly discharged, two results will follow : First, the census will 
be likely to be full and accurate ; and second, the committees 
who are charged with the duty of enforcing, through the aid of 
the truant officers, the laws relating to school attendance, will 
have in their own hands a complete knowledge of the persons 
and facts, necessary to the proper discharge of their duties." 

Sect. 6. The school committee shall cause the school regis- Registers and 
ters to be faithfully kept in all the public schools, and shall an- a. s!^o, § 5. 
nually, on or before the last day of April, return the blank forms 
of inquiry, duly filled up, to the secretary of the board of educa- 
tion ; and shall also specify in said returns the purposes to 
which the money received by their town or city from the in- in retnraa, 
come of the school fund has been appropriated. ©Tforf ^haif- 

Sect. 7. In such returns, twenty days or forty half -days of days counted 

,,.ri-,i_ .J jy as one month.- 

actual session shall be counted as one month. 1865, 142, § 3. 

^' The enactment requiring school registers to be faithfully 
kept was made for the purpose of securing full and accurate 
statistics, concerning the schools of the Commonwealth, so 
that suitable measures might be, from time to time, adopted 
by legislation and otherwise, to supply defects in and increase 
the benefits derived from our common schools." 

"Neither the school committee nor the town has power to 
dispense with the proper keeping of a school register." (2 
Allen, 592.) 
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Oommittee*! Seot. 8. The school committee shall annually make a de- 
wi^om sent; tailed report of the condition of the several public schools, 
ited'*to iw*** w^^c^ report shall contain such statements and suggestions in 
iP^iD^d. relation to the schools as the committee deem necessary or 

11 Gray! 340*. proper to promote the interests thereof. The committee shall 
101 Mum. 142. gj^Qgg gj^j^j report to be printed, for the use of the inhabitants, 
in octavo, pamphlet form, of the size of the annual reports of 
the board of education, and transmit two copies thereof to the 
secretary of said board on or before the last day of April, and 
shall deposit one copy in the office of the clerk of the city or 
town. 
WbeD report Sect. 9. When a school committee fails to make within 
o.°s.*40,*f 7* ^® prescribed time either the returns or the report required of 
them by law, the secretary of the board of education shall 
forthwith notify such committee, or the clerk of the city or 
town, of such failure ; and the committee or clerk shall imme- 
diately cause the same to be transmitted to the secretary. 

See chap. 43, sect. 5 ; chap. 46, sect. 11 ; chap. 46, sect. 14. 

When infor- Sect. 10. If a report or return is found to be informal or 
G. s.%, § 8. incorrect, the secretary shall forthwith return the same, with a 
statement of all deficiencies therein, to the committee for its 
further action. 
Penalty for Sect. 11. The retums or' reports of a city or town so re- 

4*D^rmai!'etc.^ tumed by the secretary for correction, or which have not 
G*8^ S 9. ^®^^^6d his office within the time prescribed by law, shall be 
received by him if returned during the month of May ; but in 
all such cases ten per cent, shall be deducted from the income 
of the school fund which such city or town would have been 
otherwise entitled to. If such returns or reports fail to reach 
his office before the first day of June, then the whole of such 
city or town^s share of the income shall be retained by the 
treasurer of the commonwealth ; and the amount so retained, 
as well as the ten per cent, when deducted, shall be added to 
the principal of the school fund. And such city or town shall 
in addition thereto forfeit not less than one hundred ndr more 
than two hundred dollars; but if said returns and reports 
were duly mailed in season to reach said office within the time 
required by law, then the city or town from which they were 
due shall be exempt from the forfeiture otherwise incurred. 
•Reporte, etc., Sect. 12. The clcrk of each city and town shall deliver one 
cducS'on? copy of the reports of the board of education and of its secre- 
deiTvered ^and ^^^ ^ ^® Secretary of the school committee of the city or 
for what pur- town, to be by him preserved for the use of the committee, and 
To whom transmitted to his successor in office ; and two additional copies 
TonM.^^ ^^ of said reports, for the use of said committee ; and shall de- 
<j. 8. 40, § 10. liyer one copy of said reports to the clerk of each school dis- 
trict, to be by him deposited in the school district library, or, if 
there is no such library, carefully kept for the use of the pru- 
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dential committee, teachers, and inhabitants of the district, 
daring his continuance in office, and then transmitted to his 
successor ; and in case the city or town is not districted, said 
repoits shall be delivered to the school committee, and so de- 
posited by them as to be accessible to the several teachers and 
to the citizens ; and such reports shall be deemed to be the 
property of the city or town, and not of any officer, teacher, or 
citizen thereof. 

Special attention is called to the provisions of the twelfth 
section. 

Sect. 13, When the school committee of a city or town is Who to sign 
not less than thirteen in number, the chairman and secretary of g. 40, § n. 
thereof may, in behalf of the committee, sign the annual school 
returns and the certificate required by sections five and six. 

Sect. 14. A city or town which has forfeited any part of its Penalty on 

'' '' '^ committee 

portion of the income of the school fund through the failure of for neglect 

the school committee to perform their duties in regard to the ©uj!^*"'"** 

school report and school returns, may withhold the compensa- ^- ^* ^' § ^^* 
tion of the committee. 

Sect. 15. The several school teachers shall faithfully keep Registers, 

•^ *^ how kept. 

the registers furnished to them, and make due return thereof Teachers not 
to the school committee, or to such person as they may desig- until return 
nate, and no teacher shall be entitled to receive payment for ^ ^^lo'Tia 
services until the register, properly filled up and completed, is 2 Alien, 592. 
so returned. 

** Every good teacher will perform all the labor required by 
the fifteenth section, even though he had no pecuniary interest 
therein. It is feared that teachers often receive payment for 
their services, when the register has not been ' properly filled 
up and returned.' Committees will be justified in exacting a 
careful and faithful performance of the duty." 



CHAPTER 47. 
OF THE ATTENDANCE OF CHILDREN IN THE SCHOOLS. 



Section 

1. Every person having control of chil- 
dren between eight and fourteen 
years old to cause same to attend 
school. Penalty for neglect. Ex- 
cuses for neglect. 

2.\JVhat private schools may he approved 
under preceding section. 

3. Truant officers and school committee 
to inquire and prosecute. 
A 11 children may attend where they 
reside. 

5. School committee to regulate admis- 
sion, etc., to high school. 

6. Children may attend in adjoining 



Section 

town, and committee pay for instruc- 
tion. 

7. Wards may attend where guardian 
resides. 

8. Children may attend in other towns 
than place of parents* residence, and 
parents pay, etc. 

9. not to attend unless vaccinated. 

10. Race, etc., not to exclude. 

11. Teachers and school committee to 
state grounds of exclusion. 

12. Damages for exclusion, how recov- 
ered. 

13. Interrogatories to committee, etc. 
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Every person SECTION 1. Every person having under his control a child 
SrchSdren'"*^ between the ages of eight and fourteen years shall annually 
andfoorteen ' ®*"^® ^^^^ child to attend for at least twenty weeks some pub- 
years old to lie day school in the city or town in which he resides, which 
attend school time shall be divided so far as the arrangement of school terms 
under penalty, ^jjj allow into two terms each of ten consecutive weeks ; and 
MT^'aVg Vi ^^^ every neglect of such duty the person offending shall for- 
1874, 233*, § i'. feit to the use of the public schools of such city or town a sum 
not exceeding twenty dollars ; but if the person so neglecting 
was not able, by reason of poverty, to send such child to 
school, or if such child has attended for a like period of time a 
private day school approved by the school committee of such 
city or town or is regularly attending a public or private day 
school known as a half-time school, also approved by them, or 
if such child has been otherwise furnished for a like period of 
time with the means of education, or has already acquired the 
branches of learning taught in the public schools, or if his 
physical or mental condition is such as to render such attend- 
ance inexpedient or impracticable, such penalty shall not be 
incurred. 

By the act of 1642 the selectmen of every town were in- 
structed to have a vigilant eye over their brethren and neigh- 
bors, to see that none of them shall suffer so much barbarism in 
any of their families as not to endeavor to teach, by themselves 
or others, their children and apprentices so much learning as 
may enable them to read the English tongue, and a knowledge 
of the capital laws. 

Sect. 1 of this chapter is a reproduction of the act of 
1642. It is the policy of the Commonwealth to offer to every 
child the advantages of a good education. It is supposed that 
every parent or guardian will voluntarily accept the offer. The 
nature of our institutions and the relation that every individual 
holds to them, render universal education a necessity. But if 
in any case the offer is not accepted, nor the necessity perceived, 
then the school authorities must take advantage of our compul- 
sory law. Every child must be in school for at least 20 weeks 
of the year, from the time he is eight until he reaches the age of 
fourteen years. It is not to be assumed, however, that the legal 
rights of children are limited by the statutes in regard to the 
time of attendance. The school committees have authority vested 
in them of admitting pupils to the schools before they are five 
and after they are fourteen years of age. But it is the imper- 
ative duty of the truant officers of a town, acting under instruc- 
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lions from the school committees, to secure the attendance of all 
children between the ages of 8 and 14 years upon some 
approved school for at least 20 weeks in every year. 

Sect. 2. For the purposes of the preceding section school What private 
committees shall approve a private school only when the beapp^roveS 
teaching therein is in the English language, and when they are ^^ingMc^oS". 
satisfied that such teaching equals in thoroughness and effi- i|'^3, 279, § i. 
ciency the teaching in the public schools in the same locality, 
and that equal progress is made by the pupils therein, in the 
studies required by law, with that made during the same time 
in the public schools ; but they shall not refuse to approve a 
private school on account of the religious teaching therein. 

If in any town there are children not in the public schools, 
it is the duty of the school committee to assure themselves 
that these children are receiving instruction of the right kind, 
and equal in value to that given in the public schools. 

Sect. 3. The truant officers and the school committee of the Truant offi- 

C6PB dC ^Q 

several cities and towns shall vigilantly inquire into all cases inquire into 
of neglect of the duty prescribed in section one, and ascertain ^^^^^aae-^ 
the reasons, if any, therefor ; and such truant officers, or d-ny cute, etc. 

•^ ' » ./ Jurisdiction 

of them, shall, when so directed by the school committee, of courts and 
prosecute, in the name of the city or town, any person liable i873,*^279, § 2. 
to the penalty provided for in said section. Police, district, i877*2ii't6* 
and municipal courts, trial justices, and judges of the probate 
court, shall have jurisdiction within their respective counties 
of the offences described in section one. 
Sect. 4. All children within the commonwealth may attend (5"<ij«» *<> 

"^ attend where 

the public schools in the place m which they have their legal they reside, 
residence, subject to the regulations prescribed by law. . . , s . 

Sect. 6 The school committee shall determine the number Admission to 

and qualifications of the scholars to be admitted into the high howregu- 

school. g!®s:41,$4. 

Sect. 6. Children living remote from any public school in Children may 
the town in which they reside may be allowed to attend the *oini°ng S)wn, 
public schools in an adjoining town, under such regulations Sy fo^Sl**** 
and on such terms as the school committees of the said towns struction. 
agree upon and prescribe ; and the school committee of the 
town in which such children reside shall pay the sum agreed 
upon out of the appropriations of money raised in said town 
for the support of schools. 

** The right of children living in one town to attend school 
in an adjoining one, is not a right that can be exercised freely, 
but is subject to the consent of the committee of the town to 
which the children belong, based upon an agreement between 



44 SCHOOL LAWS [Ch. 47.] 

the committees of the two towns concerned. Nor can a town 
in its corporate capacity take action in the matter. A custom 
has prevailed to some extent, of allowing certain individuals 
named in the warrant, and in the vote of the town, to draw 
their proportion of school money, and pay the same to an 
adjoining town. This course is illegal.*' 
See 8 Gush. 66, and 12 Pick. 206, 

Wards, where SECT. 7. Any minor under guardianship, whose father has 

a?L\i,^ 0. died, may attend the public schools of the city or town of which 

his guardian is an inhabitant. 

Children may Seot. 8. Children may, with the consent of the school 

towns than Committee first obtained, attend school in cities and towns 

ent?re«f '* othef than those in which their parents or guardians reside ; 

dence, and b^t when a child resides in a city or town diflferent from that of 

parents pay, 

etc. the residence of the parent or guardian for the sole purpose of 

1876,186, § 2. attending school there, the parent or guardian of such child 

108 Mass. 104. gi^j^jj Y}q liable to pay such city or town, for tuition, a sum 

equal to the average expense per scholar for such school for 

the period during which the child so attends. 

to be vacci- SECT. 9. The school committee shall not allow a child who 

G. 8.41, § 8. has not been duly vaccinated to be admitted to or connected 

with the public schools. 
Color, etc., Sect. 10. No person shall be excluded from a public 

CK^fiL 4i,°§».** school on account of the race, color, or religious opinions of 
12 Allen, 127. ^^ applicant or scholar. 

Teachers, SECT. 11. Every member of the school committee under 

groimds of whose directions a child is excluded from a public school, and 
exchision. ^^^ every teacher of such school from which a child is excluded, 
shall, on application by the parent or guardian of such child, 
state in writing the grounds and reason of the exclusion. 
Damages for Sect. 12. A child unlawfully excluded from a public school 
€K^&?4MH. ™*^y recover damages therefor in an action of tort, to be 
Vo^nh 160* brought in the name of such child by his guardian or next 
7 Grayl 246.* friend, asrainst the city or town by which such school is sup 

12 Allen, 127. . -, j j 

ported. 
Interrogate- SECT. 13. The plaintiff in such action may, by filing inter- 
mittee,^eto! rogatories for discovery, examine any member of the school 
G-. fl. 41, § 12. committee, or any other officer of the defendant city or town 

as if he were a party to the suit. 

Sect. 8. Towns and cities are not authorized by law to 
open their schools to children whose parents or guardians 
reside in another State ; and if they do so, no promise, express 
or implied, of the parents or guardians, to pay for the tuition, 
can be enforced. 
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** The reasons for which a child may be excluded absolutely 
from school, neither are nor can be expressed in the law. Com- 
mittees are responsible for the exercise of a sound discretion. 

*' The school committee of a city or town have power, under 
the laws of this Commonwealth, in order to maintain the purity 
and discipline of the public schools, to exclude therefrom a 
child whom they deem to be of a licentious and immoral char- 
acter, although such character is not manifested by any acts of 
licentiousness or immorality within the school. (8 Cush. 
160.)" 

** The rule is this : The committees have power to protect the 
schools from the presence of any one whose influence would be 
injurious to the whole, and subversive of the purposes mani- 
festly contemplated by their establishment." 

A teacher may suspend a pupil, but he has no authority to 
expel. After suspension, the case should be referred at once 
to the school committee for their action. 



CHAPTER 48. 

OF THE EMPLOYMENT OF CHILDREN, AND REGULATIONS RESPECTING 

THEM. 



SCHOOLINa AND LIMIT OF LABOR OF 
CHILDREN EMPLOYED IN MANUFACTO- 
RIES, ETC. 

Section 

1. Child under ten years not to be em- 
ployed in manufacturing, etc., estab- 
lishments. Penalty. 

2. under fourteen years not to be so 
employed, except in vacation, unless 
attending school twenty weeks during 
the previous year. Employment not 
to continue unless, etc. Proviso. 

3. Owners of such establishments to 
keep on file certificate of age, etc., of 
children under sixteen years, etc. 

4. Penalty on superintendents, overseers, 
parents, and guardians. 

5. Truant officers to visit establishments, 
and report violations. 

6. Truant officers may require produc- 
tion of certificates for inspection. 

7. Penalty for employment of children 
under fourteen years, while public 
schools are in session, unless they 
can read and write. < 



Section 

8. Children under fifteen years not to be 
employed in circus, etc. Penalties. 
Proviso as to education of children 
in music, etc. 

9. License not to be granted to public 
show in which children under fifteen 
years of age are employed. 

truant children and absentees FROM 

school. 

10. Towns may make provisions con- 
cerning habitual truants, etc. 

11. Truant officers to be appointed by 
school committees. 

12. Children convicted of being truants, 
etc., may be committed for two years 
to institutions provided therefor. 

13. Jarisdiction. 

14. County truant schools and union 
county truant schools, how estab- 
lished, etc. 

15. Towns may assign truant schools or 
state primary school as places of con- 
finement of truants, etc. 
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Section 

16. Children committed may be dis- 
charged. 

17. School committees to report whether 
the required provisions, etc., have 
been made for truants. 

CABB AND EDUCATION OF NEGLECTED 
CHILDBEN. 

18. Towns to make provisions for care, 
etc., of neglected children under six- 
teen years. 

19. to appoint persons to make com- 
plaints. 

20. Children nnder sixteen years grow- 
ing up without education, etc., may 
be committed to institutions, etc. 

21. Children may be discharged when 
parents or others can or will properly 
take care of them. 



cabe and pbotection of destitute, 

abandoned, and abused childben. 
Section 

22. Massachusetts Society for Prevention 
of Cruelty to Children may be ap- 
pointed guardian of- abandoned or 
neglected children. 

23. may receive charge of children un- 
der fourteen years from parents, etc. 

24. may be given custody of deserted 
' children under five years on com- 
plaint to court, etc. 

25. not obliged to receive any child. 

26. Hampden County Children's Aid 
Association may have like privileges, 
etc. 

27. Powers of the state board of health, 
etc., not limited by five preceding sec- 
tions. 



Child under 
ten yearB not 
to be em- 
ployed in 
manufactur- 
ings, etc., 
establlBh- 
ments. 
Penalty. 
1876, 52, § 1. 

Child un. 
der fourteen 
years not to be 
■o employed, 
unleas attend- 
ing school 
twenty weeks 
during the 
previous year. 



Employment 
not to continue 
unless, &;c. 



Proviso. 
1876, 52. § 2. 
1878, 171. 
1878, 257, § 5. 



Owners of 
such establish- 
ments to keep 
on file certifi- 
cate of age, 
etc., of children 
under sixteen 
years In their 



Schooling and Limit op Labor of Children Employed 
IN manufacturing and other Establishments. 

Section 1. No child under ten years of age shall be em- 
ployed in any manufacturing, mechanical, or mercantile estab- 
lishment in this commonwealth ; and any parent or guardian 
who permits such employment shall for such offence forfeit 
not less than twenty nor more than fifty dollars, for the use of 
the public schools of the city or town. 

Sect. 2. No child under fourteen years of age shall be so 
employed, except during the vacations of the public schools, 
unless during the year next preceding such employment he 
has for at least twenty weeks attended some public or private 
day school under teachers approved under section two of chap- 
ter forty-seven by the school committee of the place where 
such school is kept, which time may be divided, so far as the 
arrangements of school terms will allow, into two terms, each 
of ten consecutive weeks ; nor shall such employment con- 
tinue, unless such child in each and every year attends school 
as herein provided ; and no child shall be so employed who 
does not present a certificate, made by or under the direction 
of said school committee, of his compliance with the require- 
ments of this section : provided, that a regular attendance 
during the continuance of such employment in any school 
known as a half-time day school may be accepted by said 
school committee as a substitute for the attendance herein 
required. 

Sect. 3. Every owner, superintendent, or overseer of any 
such establishment shall require and keep on file a certificate 
of the age and place of birth of every child under sixteen 
years of age employed therein, so long as such child is so em- 
ployed, which certificate shall also state, in the case of a child 
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under the age of fourteen years, the amount of his sehool employ, and 
attendance during the year next preceding such employment. BchoofaSend- 
Said certificate shall be signed by a member of the school Jg7°8*257 §i, 
committee of the place where such attendance has been had, isso, 137. 
or by some one authorized by such committee ; and the form 
of said certificate shall be furnished by the secretary of the 
board of education, and shall be approved by the attorney- 
general. 

The form of certificate referred to in sect. 3 is given below. 



.18. 



^hi» if^ttixfxt^y That 

born in ., is .years. months old, and 

has attended school in weeks, during 

the year next 'preceding this date, and has attended school twenty 
weeks since 18 



Teacher. 



Affroved.. 



Duly authorized by the School Committee. 



Sect. 4. Every owner, superintendent, or overseer of any 
such establishment, who employs or permits to be employed 
any child in violation of either of the two preceding sections, 
and every parent or guardian who permits such employment, 
shall forfeit not less than twenty nor more than fifty dollars, for 
the use of the public schools of such city or town. 

I^£CT. 5. The truant officers shall, at least once in every 
school term, and as often as the school committee require, visit 
the establishments described in section one in their several 
cities and towns, and inquire into the situation of the children 
employed therein, and ascertain whether the provisions of the 
four preceding sections are duly observed, and report all viola- 
tions thereof to the school committee. 

Sect. 6. The truant officers may demand the names of the 
children under sixteen years of age employed in such estab- 
lishments in their several cities and towns, and may require 
that the certificates of age and school attendance prescribed in 
section three shall be produced for their inspection; and a 
failure to produce the same shall be prima facie evidence that 
the employment of such child is illegal. 



Penalty on 
superintend* 
ents, over* 
Beers, parents, 
and guardians. 
1876, 52, § 3. 
9 Met. 562. 



Truant officers 
to visit estab- 
lishments, and 
report viola- 
tions of this 

ACtf 

1876, 52, § 4. 



may require 
production of 
certificates for 
inspection. 
1878, 257, § 3 
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Children un- 
der fourteen 
vears not to 
be employed 
While public 
schoolis are in 
session, unless 
thev can read 
and write. 
Penalty. 
1878, 257, § 4. 



under fifteen 
years not to be 
employed in 
circus, etc 
Penalties. 
Proviso as to 
education of 
children in 
music, etc. 
1877, 172. 



License not to 
be granted for 
public show in 
which children 
under fifteen 
years are em- 
ployed. 
1874, 279. 
1880, 88. 



Towns may 
make provis- 
ions concern, 
ing habitual 
truants, etc. 
1873, 262, § 1. 



Sect. 7. Every owner, superintendent, or overseer in any 
such establishment, who employs, or permits to be employed 
therein, a child under fourteen years of age who cannot read 
and write, while the public schools in the city or town where 
such child lives are in session, and every parent or guardian 
who permits such employment, shall for every such offence for- 
feit not less than twenty nor more than fifty dollars, for the use 
of the public schools of such city or town. 

Sect. 8. Any person who employs or exhibits, or who sells, 
apprentices, or gives away for the purpose of employing or 
exhibiting, a child under fifteen years of age, in dancing, play- 
ing on musical instruments, singing, walking on a wire or 
rope, or riding or performing as a gymnast, contortionist, or 
acrobat, in any circus or theatrical exhibition, or in any public 
place whatsoever, or who causes, procures, or encourages any 
such child to engage therein, shall be punished by fine not 
exceeding two hundred dollars, or by imprisonment in the 
county jail not exceeding six months : provided, that nothing 
in this section shall be construed to prevent the education of 
children in vocal and instrumental music, or their employment 
as musicians in any church, chapel, or school, or school exhibi- 
tion, or to prevent their taking part in any concert or musical 
exhibition on the special written permission of the mayor and 
aldermen of a city or of the selectmen of a town. 

Sect. 9. No license shall be granted for a theatrical exhibi- 
tion or public show in which children under fifteen years of 
age are employed as acrobats, contortionists, or in any feats of 
gymnastics or equestrianism, or in which such children belong- 
ing to the public schools are employed, or allowed to take part 
as performers on the stage in any capacity, or where, in the 
opinion of the board authorized to grant licenses, such children 
are employed in such a manner as to corrupt their morals or 
impair their physical health ; but nothing herein contained shall 
prevent the giving of special permission as provided by the 
preceding section. 

TRUANT children AND ABSENTEES FROM SCHOOL. - 

Sect. 10. Each town shall make all needful provisions and 
arrangements concerning habitual truants and children between 
seven and fifteen years of age who may be found wandering 
about in the streets or public places therein, having no lawful 
occupation or business, not attending school, and growing up 
in ignorance ; and shall make such by-laws as shall be most 
conducive to the welfare of such children, and to the good 
order of such town ; and shall provide suitable places for the 
confinement, discipline, and instruction of such children : such 
by-laws may be approved by the judge of the probate court ot 
the county, as well as in the manner provided for the approval 
of other by-laws by section twenty-one of chapter twenty-seven. 
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This form of by-laws has been approved by the 
Board of Education, and is given here simply as a 
suitable form to be adopted by the towns. 

BY-LAWS. 

Article 1. The town of hereby avails itself of the 

several provisions of the statutes of this Commonwealth, now 
in force, relating to habitual truants and absentees from school, 
and in pursuance of authority conferred thereby, adopts the 
following by-laws. 

Article 2. All children between the ages of seven and fifteen 
years, residing in said town, and who may be found wandering 
about in the streets or public places of said town, having no 
lawful occupation or business, not attending school, and grow- 
ing up in ignorance, shall be committed to for confine- 
ment, instruction and discipline. 

Article 3. Two or more truant officers shall be appointed 
annually, whose duty it shall be to inquire into all the viola- 
tions of the truant laws and of the law relating to compulsory 
education, and to do all the acts required of them by the laws 
of the Commonwealth. 

Article 4. It shall be the duty of every truant officer, pre- 
vious to making any complaint under these laws, to notify 
the truant, or absentee from school, also his parent or guar- 
dian, of the offence committed, and of the penalty therefor, 
and if the truant officer can obtain satisfactory pledges for the 
restraint and reformation of the child, he may at his discretion 
forbear to prosecute, so long as such pledges are faithfully 
kept. 

Article 5. It shall be the duty of the school committee, 
the teachers of the public schools, and the citizens generally, 
to aid the truant officers as far as possible in the discharge of 
their duties. 

Articte 6. It shall be the duty of the truant officers to 
keep a full record of all their official acts, and make an annual 
report thereof to the school committee, who shall publish the 
same with their own report. 

Article 7. Nothing in these by-laws shall be so construed 
as to alter or impair the obligation and duty of teachers to 
enforce punctuality and regularity of attendance, and to pre- 
serve good order and discipline. 
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Traant offi- 
cers to be 
appointed by 
school com- 
mittees. 

1873, 262, § 2. 

1874, 233, $ 2. 



Minors con- 
victed of 
being truants, 
etc., may be 
committed for 
two years to 
institution 
provided 
therefor. 
1873, 262, § 3. 



Jurisdiction. 
1873, 262, § 4. 



Oounty truant 

schools and 

union oounty 

truant 

schools, how 

established, 

etc. 

1873, 262, § 6. 

1881, 144. 



Sect 11. The school committee of each town shall appoint 
and fix the compensation of two or more suitable persons, to 
be designated truant officers, who shall, under the direction of 
said committee, inquire into all cases arising under such by- 
laws, and shall alone be authorized, in case of violation there- 
of, to make complaint and carry into execution the judgment 
thereon ; and who may serve all legal processes issued by the 
courts in pursuance of such by-laws or of sections ten to six- 
teen inclusive, but who shall not be entitled to receive any 
fees for such service. 

Sect. 12. Any minor convicted under a by-law made under 
section ten of being an habitual truant, or of wandering about 
in the streets and public places of a city or town, having no 
lawful employment or business, not attending school, and grow- 
ing up in ignorance, shall be ^committed to any institution of 
instruction or suitable situation provided for the purpose, 
under the authority of said section or by-law, for a term 
not exceeding two years. 

Sect. 13. Police, district, or municipal courts, trial justices, 
and judges of probate courts, shall have jurisdiction, within 
their respective counties, of the offences described in sections 
ten and twelve. 

Sect. 14. If three or more towns in any county so require, 
the county commissioners shall establish at the expense of the 
county, at convenient places therein, other than the jail or 
house of correction, truant schools for the confinement, disci- 
pline, and instruction of minor children convicted under the 
provisions of sections ten and twelve ; and shall make suita- 
ble provisions for the government and control, and for the 
appointment of proper teachers and officers thereof; but if 
three or more cities or towns in each of two or three contig- 
uous counties, or in case of Norfolk, Bristol, Barnstable, and 
Plymouth counties, of four contiguous counties, so require, the 
county commissioners of such counties shall, at the expense of 
the same, establish at a convenient place therein a union truant 
school, to be organized and controlled by the chairmen of the 
county commissioners of such counties, in the manner pro- 
vided for the government and control of county truant schools 
by county commissioners; and any county so uniting with 
another county or counties in the support of a union truant 
school shall not be required to support a truant school of its 
own. 



By sect. 10, chap. 48, each town is required to make all 
needful provisions concerning truants. This includes provid- 
ing a suitable place for their confinement, instruction, etc. By 
sect. 14, chap. 48, if three or more towns of any county petition 
the county commissioners, they shall establish a truant school to 
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which all the jfcowns may send their truant children. Provision 
is also made for union truant schools to be established by two, 
and in one case by four counties. It is all-important to the 
towns that the children who are inclined to truancy should be 
collected into well organized schools and kept there the full 
time fixed by the statute, or until they have reformed. 

Sect. 15. A town may assign any such truant school, or, Towns may 

with the assent of the state board of health, lunacy, and char- schools oT° 

ity, the state primary school, as the place of confinement, disci- Jchoo?"™*^^ 

pline, and instruction of children so convicted: and shall pay places of con- 

* ^, , - , _ ^ ^. .. 1 11 flnementof 

for their support therem such sum, not exceedmg two dollars truanu, etc. 

1R73 262 S 6 

a week for each child, as the county commissioners or the trus- igygj 29i| § li. 
tees of the state primary and reform schools respectively shall 
determine. 

Sect. 16. Children so committed may, upon satisfactory children com. 
proof of amendment, or for other sufficient cause, be discharged SJscharTeJ ^ 
from the state primary school by said state board, and from JW3, 262, §§ 3, 
other places of confinement by the judge or justice who com- 
mitted them. 

Sect. 17. The school committees of the several towns shall School com- 

miltees to re> 

annually report to the secretary of the board of education port whether 
whether their towns have made the provisions required by law ^ave been 
relating to truants and absentees from school. truanu^'etc. 

1878, 234, § 2. 
CARE AND EDUCATION OF NEGLECTED CHILDREN. 

Sect. 18. Each town may, and every town containing five Towns to 

•^ '' - ° make provi- 

thousand or more inhabitants shall, make all needful proyi- sions tor cnre, 
sions and arrangements concerning children under sixteen fectedcSru 
years of age, who, by reason of the neglect, crime, drunken- ^i^te^^years 
ness, or other vices of parents, or from orphanage, are suffered isee, 283, § i. 
to be growing up without salutary parental control and educa- i878*, 217, § i. 
tion, or in circumstances exposing them to lead idle and disso- 
lute lives ; and may also make all such by-laws respecting such 
children as shall be deemed most conducive to their welfare 
and to the good order of the city or town. 

Sect. 19. The selectmen of towns containing five thousand to appoint 
or more inhabitants, and of other towns availing themselves of make com- 
the provisions of sections eighteen to twenty-one, inclusive, i866°?83, § 2. 
shall appoint suitable persons to make complaints of violations ^^^®» 2^'» § ^' 
of by-laws adopted under the preceding section ; and the per- 
sons so appointed, and the officers and duly appointed agents 
of the Massachusetts Society for the Prevention of Cruelty to 
Children, shall alone be authorized to make such complaints ; 
and the persons so appointed shall alone be authorized to 
make complaints under the following section. 

Sect. 20. A judge of the superior court, or of a police, dis- Children nn- 
trict, or municipal court, or a trial justice, upon proof that any yLrs growing 
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up withoat 
edacation, 
etc., may be 
committed to 

ingtitUttODB, 

etc. 

1866, 283, § 3. 



may be dis- 
charged when 
parents or 
others can or 
will properly 
take care of 
them. 
1866, 283, § 4. 



child under sixteen years of age, by reason of orphanage, or 
of the neglect, crime, drunkenness, or other rice of parents, is 
so growing up, may order such child to such institution of in- 
struction, or other place assigned for the purpose, as may be 
provided under section eighteen, by the town in which such 
child resides, to be there kept, educated, and cared for, for a 
term not extending beyond the age of twenty-one years for 
boys, or eighteen years for girls. 

Sect, 21. When the parents of a child committed under the 
preceding section have reformed and are leading orderly and 
industrious lives, and are in a condition to exercise salutary 
parental control over such child, and to provide him with 
proper education and employment, or when, said parents being 
dead, any person offers to make such suitable provision for the 
care, nurture, and education of such child as will conduce to 
the public welfare, and will give security for the performance 
of the same satisfactory to the directors, trustees, overseers, or 
other board having charge of the institution to which such 
child is committed, they may discharge him to the parents or 
to such other person. 



Massachusetts 
Society for 
Prevention of 
Oruelty to 
Children mav 
be appointed, 
guardian of 
abandoned or 
neglected 
children. 
1879, 179, § 1. 



may receive 
charge of 
children un- 
der fourteen 
years from 
parents, etc. 
1879, 179, § 2. 



Massachusetts 
Society for 
Prevention of 
Cruelty to 
Children may 
be given cus- 
tody of de. 
serted chil- 
dren under 
five years on 
complaint to 
court, etc. 
1879, 179, § 3. 



CARE AND PEOTECTION OF DESTITUTE, ABANDONED, AND 

ABUSED CHILDREN. 

Sect. 22. The judge of the probate court of any county, 
when it appears that a minor under fourteen years of age resi- 
dent therein is without a guardian, and is entirely abandoned, 
or treated with gross and habitual cruelty, by the parent or 
other person having the care or custody of him, or is illegally 
deprived of liberty, may appoint as his guardian the Massa- 
chusetts Society for the Prevention of Cruelty to Children for 
such period as seems fit to the judge ; and said society shall 
thereupon become entitled to the custody of such child to the 
exclusion of any other person, but shall not be entitled to his 
property. Said judge may at any time, for good cause, revoke 
such appointment. 

Sect. 23. The parents, surviving parent, or guardian of a 
child under fourteen years of age, if unable to support him, 
may by an agreement in writing, signed, and fixing the terms 
of the custody, place him in the charge of said society, which 
shall thereupon have custody of him as provided in the pre- 
ceding section. 

Sect. 24. Upon the complaint of said society that a child 
under five years of age has been abandoned and deserted in a 
street or public place, or in a vacant building, a judge of any 
court, within his jurisdiction, may give the custody of such 
child for a period not exceeding thirty days to said society ; 
which shall thereupon give notice thereof, under the direction 
of said judge, by advertisement in some newspaper published 
in the county where such child^ is found ; and such child, if 
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claimed by its parents, parent, or guardian, may be returned to 
them by said judge. 

Sect. 26. Nothing in the three preceding sections shall be Said Society 

construed to oblige said society to receive the custody of any to receive any 

cMd. 1879,179, §4. 

Sect. 26. In Hampden county the provisions of the four Hampden 

preceding sections shall in all respects be applicable to the dren'a^idAs- 

Hampden County Children's Aid Association in like manner as J^ave iik°e priv- 

to the Massachusetts Society for the Prevention of Cruelty to Sf«f*» ®^- 

looO, 2ol. 

Children. Five preced- 

Sect. 27. Nothing contained in the five preceding sections n"^ t^o limiT 

shall be deemed to limit the powers of the state board of JJite^oard of 

health, lunacy, and charity. ^|*^^**» ®'®' 

1880, 231. 



PENALTY FOR DISTURBING SCHOOLS. 

*' Whoever wilfully interrupts or disturbs a school, or other 
assembly of people met for a lawful purpose, shall be punished 
by imprisonment in the jail not exceeding thirty days, or by 
fine not exceeding fifty dollars." Pub. Stat., sect. 23, chap. 
207. 

"This statute includes meetings assembled for the discus- 
sion of the subject of temperance ; and also, it seems, political 
gatherings, meetings for amusement and all public meetings 
held for lawful purposes." 1 Gray, 476. 

*«No license of the first, second or third class, under the 
provisions of chapter one hundred of the Public Statutes, shall 
be granted for the sale of intoxicating liquors in any building 
or place on the same street within four hundred feet of any 
building occupied in whole or in part by a public school." Chap. 
220, Acts of 1882. 



[Pub. Stats^ cbap. 203.1 

Sect. 78. Whoever wilfully and maliciously or wantonly 
and without cause destroys, defaces, mars, or injures a school- 
house, church or other building erected or used for purposes 
of education or religious instruction, or for the general diffu- 
sion of knowledge, or an outbuilding, fence, well or appur- 
tenance of such school-house, church or other building, or 
furniture, apparatus or other property belonging to or con- 
nected with such school-house, church, or other building, shall 
be punished by fine not exceeding five hundred dollars, or by 
imprisonment in the jail not exceeding one year. 



54 SCHOOL LAWS OF MASSACHUSETTS. [Ch. 102.] 

Sect. 79. Whoever wilfully and maliciously or wantonly 
and without cause writes upon, injures, defaces, tears or 
destroys a book, plate, picture, engraving or statue belonging 
to a law, town, city or other public library, shall be punished 
by fine of not less than five nor more than fifty dollars, or by 
imprisonment in the jail not exceeding six months. 

[Pab. Stats., chap. 102, sect. 107.] 

Moneys received by a county treasurer under the provisions 
of the preceding sections relating to dogs, and not paid out 
for damages, shall in the month of January be paid back to 
the treasurers of the cities and towns in propoiftion to the 
amounts received from such cities and towns ; and the money 
so refunded shall be expended for the support of public libra- 
ries or schools. In Suffolk County moneys so received by 
the treasurer of a city or town, and not so paid out, shall be 
expended by the school committee for the support of public 
schools. 
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NORMAL SCHOOLS. 



The several normal schools were established by the following 
legislative resolves : — 

[Chap. 70, Besolves of 1838.] 

Whebeas, by a letter from the Honorable Horace Mann, 
secretary of the board of education, addressed on the twelfth 
of March current, to the president of the senate and speaker 
of the house of representatives, it appears, that private 
munificence* has placed at his disposal the sum of ten 
thousand dpUars to promote the cause of popular education in 
Massachusetts, on condition that the Commonwealth will con- 
tribute, from unappropriated funds, the same amount in aid of 
the same cause, the two sums to be drawn upon equally, 
from time to time, as needed, and to be disbursed under the 
direction of the board of education in qualifying teachers 
for the common schools ; therefore 

Resolved^ That his excellency the governor is hereby author- 
ized, by and with the advice and consent of the council, to draw 
his warrant upon the treasurer of the Commonwealth, in favor 
of the board of education, for the sum often thousand dollars, 
in such instalments, and at such times, as said board may re- 
quest : provided^ that said board, in their request, shall certify 
that the secretary of said board has placed at their disposal an 
equal amount to that for which such application may be made 
by them ; both sums to be expended under the direction of said 
board, in qualifying teachers for the common schools in Massa- 
chusetts. 

Resolved^ That the board of education shall render an annual 
account of the manner in which said moneys have been by 
them expended. 

[Chap. 49, Besolves of 1863.] 

Resolved J That the board of education be and they are hereby 
authorized to establish a state normal school at some suitable 

• Of Hon. Edmund Dwight. 
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place in the county of Essex, and that the sum of six thousand 
dollars be and the same is hereby appropriated from the proceeds 
of the public lands or the school fund, according to the provi- 
sions of the act of the year one thousand eight hundred and 
forty-six, chapter two hundred and nineteen, to defray the 
expense of providing a site, of erecting or purchasing a suita- 
ble building, and furnishing the necessary appurtenances and 
apparatus for said school ; and that the same be expended for 
that purpose under the direction of the board of education, 
upon whose requisition the governor is hereby authorized to 
draw his warrants upon the treasury to the amount aforesaid. 
Hesolvedy That the board of education be and they are 
hereby authorized to purchase and receive grants of land in 
the name of the Commonwealth, and in suitable quantity, 
for the site of said building, and the accommodation of said 
school ; and that, before selecting said site, they be directed 
to receive propositions from towns or individuals in said 
county of Essex, in aid of the object of these resolves, and 
afterwards to make such selection as will in their opinion 
best subserve the interests and accommodate the wants of said 
school. 

[Chap. 79» Resolves of 1871.] 

Resolvedy That the board of education are hereby author- 
ised and required to establish a state normal school in the city 
of Worcester, and that the sum of sixty thousand dollars is 
hereby appropriated to defray the expenses of erecting a 
suitable building and furnishing the necessary appurtenances 
and apparatus for said school, and that the same be expended 
under the direction of the board of education, upon^whose 
requisition the governor is hereby authorized to draw his 
warrant for the amount aforesaid, to be p^id from the school 
fund : provided^ that the deficit of income of the school fund 
occasioned by such payment shall be deducted from the moiety 
of the income of said fund applicable to educational purposes, 
in such manner as not to affect the amount to be apportioned 
and distributed for the support of public schools* 

Resolvedy That the trustees of the Worcester Lunatic Hos- 
pital are hereby authorized and required to convey to the 
board of education and its successors, in trust for the Com- 
monwealth, a tract of land situated in said city of Worcester, 
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of not more than five acres, to be located by the governor and 
council, east of a line drawn one hundred and seventy feet 
east of the easterly line of Mulberry Street, and north of a 
line drawn five hundred feet south of the southerly line of 
Prospect Street, when extended east as proposed ; and west 
of the westerly line of Wilmot Street, when extended south- 
erly as proposed ; the conveyance of said land to include a 
right of way thereto from East Central Street, the location 
whereof shall be determined and fixed by the governor and 
council, if, in their opinion, said right of way is necessary and 
desirable. 

Resolved^ That the city of Worcester is hereby authorized 
to \2i>y out and extend Prospect Street, from its present easterly 
terminus to its intersection with the proposed line of the pro- 
longation of Wilmot Street; also to extend Wilmot Street 
southerly to the proposed intersection with the extension of 
Prospect Street, and from that point southerly to East Central 
Street. 

Resolved^ That the value of said land shall be determined 
and fixed by the governor and council, and the amount shall 
be credited by the treasurer of the Commonwealth to the 
fund created by the provisions of section four of chapter two 
hundred and thirty-^ight of the acts of the year eighteen hun- 
dred and seventy. 

Resolved y That the city council of the city of Worcester 
may raise by taxation or otherwise, the sum of fifteen thousand 
dollars, and may pay the same to the board of education for 
the purposes named in these resolves : provided^ that these 
resolves shall not take effect until the city of Worcester, or 
the inhabitants thereof, shall have paid to the board of educa- 
tion the sum of fifteen thousand dollars to aid in the erection 
and furnishing of the building for said school. 

The Design of the Schools and Courses of Study. 

The board of education, by a vote passed May 6, 1880, 
stated the design of the school and the course of studies for 
the State normal schools as follows : — 

•« The design of the normal schools is strictly professional ; 
that is, to prepare, in the best possible manner, the pupils for 
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the work of organizing, governing and teaching the publio 
schools of the Commonwealth. 

" To this end, there must be the most thorough knowledge, 
firsts of the branches of learning required to be taught in the 
schools ; secondj of the best methods ot teaching those branch- 
es ; and, thirds of right mental training. 

<' The time of one course extends through a period of two 
years, of the other through a period of four years, and is di- 
vided into terms of twenty weeks each, with daily sessions of 
not less than five days each week. • 

Studies. 

* * Two- Years? Course. — Arithmetic, algebra, geometry, 
book-keeping. 

*' Physics, astronomy, chemistry. 

** Physiology, botany, zoology, mineralogy, geology, geog- 
raphy. 

''Language, reading, orthography, etymology, grammar, 
rhetoric, literature, composition. 

*« Penmanship, drawing, vocal music, gymnastics, military 
drill. 

*' Psychology, science and art of education, school organ- 
ization, history of education. 

*' Civil polity of Massachusetts and of the United States, 
history, school laws of Massachusetts. 

^^ Four- Year 8^ Course. — In addition to the studies named 
above, the four-years' course includes advanced algebra and ge- 
onietry, trigonometry and surveying. 

** Advanced chemistry, physics and botany. 

*< Drawing, English literature, general history. 

'< Latin and French required; German and Greek, as the 
principal and visitors of the school shall decide. 

<* The above is an enumeration of the studies. The order of 
the studies in the course is determined by the principal of each 
school, with the approval of the visitors of that school.** 

NoBMAL Art School. 

Candidates for admission to the normal art school must be 
above sixteen years of age. 
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An examination in freehand drawing of ornament from copy, 
and object drawing from the solid, will be held at the begin- 
ning of each term, of all candidates for admission to class A. 
To students residing within the State, intending to teach draw- 
ing, tuition is free ; but five dollars per term will be charged 
for incidentals. Tuition fee, to students from without the 
State, fifty dollars per term. Students requiring instruction in 
special studies may enter any class without passing through 
class A, by payment of a fee of twenty-five dollars per term if 
residents of Massachusetts, and fifty dollars per term if from 
other States. All fees are payable in advance to the curator 
at the commencement of each term, and must be so paid. 
There is no examination for admission for the special students, 
but permission for entering must be obtained from the princi- 
pal. The work of class A is devoted to elementary drawing ; 
of class B, to foim, color and industrial design; of class C, 
to the constructive arts ; and of class D, to sculpture and de- 
sign in the round. 

Worcester Countt Free Institute. 

[Chapters 57 and 72, Resolves 1869.] 

Resolved^ That there be allowed and paid out of the treasury % 
of the Commonwealth the sum of fifty thousand dollars to the 
Worcester County Free Institute of Industrial Science. And 
in consideration of this grants said institute shall annually re- 
ceive twenty pupils^ and instruct them during the entire course 
free of tuition: such pupils to be selected by the board of 
education from the different counties in this Commonwealth, 
except that none shall be taken from Worcester County. 

Mesolvedj That the resolve in favor of the Worcester County 
Free Institute of Industrial Science, approved on the tenth day 
of May of the present year, shall not be construed to require 
said institution to retain and instruct, free of tuition, at any 
one time, more than twenty pupils to be selected by the board 
of education. 

[Chaps. 47 and 61, Resolres of 1873.] 

Resolved^ That there be allowed and paid out of the treasury 
the sum of seventy-five hundred dollars for the ^expenses of a 
state normal art school, the same to be expended under the 
direction of the board of education. 
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Resolved^ That the sergeant-at-arms, with the consent and 
approval of the commissioners on the state house, be author- 
ized to assign the rooms on the third floor of the house number 
thirty-three Pemberton Square to the board of education 
for the use of the state normal art-school. 

In accordance with the foregoing resolves, normal schools 
were established as follows : — 

The first at Lexington, which was opened July, 1839 ; 
transferred to West Newton, September, 1844 ; and to Fra- 
mingham in 1853. It receives as pupils only females. 

The second was opened at Barre, September, 1839 ; was 
suspended in 1841 ; and recommenced at Westfield, September, 
1844, and receives both sexes. 

The third was. opened at Bridgewater, September, 1840, and 
admits pupils of both sexes. 

The fourth was established at Salem, and opened September, 
1854, and is for females only. 

The school at Worcester was opened September, 1874. It 
admits pupils of both sexes. 

The Normal Art School was opened October, 1873. 
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Abandoned and abased children, 62 

Judge of Probate may appoint as guardian, Massachusetts Society for Pre- 
vention of Cruelty to Children, 62 

May for cause revoke appointment, 62 

Custody of, may be given to Society, for thirty days, 62 

K claimed by parent, may be returned, 52, 53 

Hampden County Children's Aid Association may have custody, . . 63 

Absentees from school, town to make needful arrangements for, .... 48 

Towns to make by-laws, and provide places for, 48 

By-laws, form of, approved by Board of Education, 49 

Truant officers to make complaint and execute judgment, .... 50 

Jurisdiction of police, district court, etc, 50 

Abolition of school district system, 37 

Abstract of school returns, made by Board of Education, 9 

Adult schools, towns may establish, 24 

Superintendence of, with school committee, . 24 

AgentsofBoardof Education, may be appointed, 11 

Duties of, with names, . 11 

Agriculture, taught at option of school committee, * . . 22 

Algebra, taught in all schools, at option of school committee 22 

Apparatus, and books of reference, authority to purchase, 33 

Apportionment of school fund, 19 

Assessors may exempt parent from tax for books, 33 

Assistants, female, in schools averaging fifty pupils, 25 

Assistant librarian, clerk of Board of Education, 11 

Astronomy, taught in towns of 4,000 inhabitants, .23 

Asylum for deaf-mutes at Hartford, etc., 12 

Attendance of children in the schools, may attend in towns where they have legal 

residence, 43 

May attend in acyoining towns, 43 

Under guardianship, may attend where guardian is inhabitant, ... 44 

Consent of school committee first obtained, attend in any towns, ... 44 

Not attend unless vaccinated 44 

May be excluded from school, 28, 44 

Indemnity, if unlawfully excluded, how secured 44 

Not excluded on account of race or color, 44 

Grounds of exclusion, stated by teacher, 44 

Damages may be recovered, and in suit may examine, etc., .... 44 
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Bible, to be read in public schools, 32 

Blind, deaf and dnmb, institutions for, 12 

Board of Education, established b/ act of 1837, 5 

How constituted, 7 

List of members of, 7,8 

Vacancies, how filled, • 7 

Duties of, 9 

May take grants in trust for educational purposes 8 

Pay over to State Treasurer, moneys, etc, 8 

School registers, to prescribe forms for 9 

Blanks for statistics, to prepare and forward, 12 

Make annual report to Legislature, 9 

Appoint secretary of, ,9 

Agents of, 11 

Incidental expenses of, how paid 11 

Normal Schools, general management of, vested in, 12 

Deaf-mutes, to supervise instruction of, 12 

Secretary of. {See Secretary of the Board of Education.) 
Books used in school. {See Text-books.) 

Book-keeping to be taught in towns of 500 families, 23 

Botany to be taught in towns of 500 families, 23 

Branches of study to be taught hi all towns, 22 

In towns of 500 families, 23 

In towns of 4,000 inhabitants, 23 

By-laws for control of truants, etc., 49 

Towns required to adopt, 48 

Tobeapprovedby superior court or probate judge, 48 

Calisthenics may be introduced into schoo), . . 31 

Special teacher for, requires two-thirds vote of committee 31 

Certificate for employment of child in manufacturing establishments, etc., . . 47 

Chemistry to be taught in towns of 500 families, 23 

Children, attendance of at school. {See Attendance, etc.) 

Employment of in manufacturing establishments, etc., 46 

Not permitted if under ten years of age, 46 

Not employed in term time if under fourteen years, unless, etc., . . . 46, 48 

'Certificate, form of, requhred, 47 

Truant schools, may be sent to, . . . . ... . . .50,61 

Discharged, on proof of amendment, 51 

Circuses, etc., not to be employed in, 49 

Of drunken and vicious parents, provision for, 51, 52 

Discharged, etc., under certain conditions, 52 

If abandoned, may be committed to guardianship of Massachusetts Society 

for Prevention of Cruelty, etc., 52 

Justiceshavingjurisdictionmay revoke, etc, 52 

Parent or guardian may place child, etc., 52 

Abandoned or deserted child, on complaint, etc., 52, 53 

Justice may return child to parent or guardian, 53 

Hampden County Children's Aid Association, powers of, .... 53 

Health, Lunacy and Charity, State Board of, powers of, .... 53 

Truants, towns to make provision for, 48 

Conveyance of children to and from school by town. {See Note below.) 

Note. — The act relating to the conveyance of children to and from 
school having been omitted from the school laws in the Pub. Stat., 1882, and 
consequently in this compilation of the school laws, is here introduced. 



INDEX. 63 

[Acts 1869, Chap. 132.] 

An Act rblatino to thb Conyetance of Cuildbbk to and frok 

THE Public Schools. 

Be U enacted, eie,, aefoUowe : — 

Section 1. Anj town in the Commonwealth may raise by taxation or 
otherwise, and appropriate money to be expended by the school committee 
in their discretion, in providing for the conveyance of pupils to and from 
the public schools. 

Sect. 2. This act shall take effect upon its passage. 

Approved April 1, 1869. 
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Children's Aid Association of Hampden County, 53 

To have custody of certain children, 53 

Circus, etc., employment of children in 48 

Penalty for so employing, 48 

Cities by ordinance, towns by vote, provide for superintendent, .... 34 

Evening schools, may establish, 24 

Industrial and drawing schools, may establish, 24 

Text-books and stationery, may purchase 34 

Nautical schools, may establish 24 

Civil polity to be taught in towns of 500 inhabitants, 23 

Clarke Institution for deaf-mutes, children sent, etc., 12 

Board of Education to supervise instruction in, 12 

Clerk of city or town to deliver to secretary school committee report of Board 

of Education, 40 

Committees. {See School Committees.) 

Compensation of school conmiittees, 34 

Composition, writing to be taught in all towns, ....... 22 

Constitutional provisions relating to schools, 4 

Contiguous portions of different towns may establish union school, ... 24 

Control of such school with joint committee of towns, 23 

Union school, location of, how determined, 23 

Expenses of house for union school, etc., 24 

Incidental expenses for school 24 

County Associations, («M Teachers' Associations), 16 

County Commissioners to establish truant schools 50 

Deaf-mutes at Northampton and Hartford, 12 

Other schools for same in Commonwealth, 12 

Education of, provided for at State expense, 12 

Institutions for, to report to Board of Education, 12 

Disturbing schools, penalty for, ' . . 63 

District system abolished by act 1882, 37 

Possession of district property, 37 

Appraisement by town, remittance, etc., 37 

Drawing to be taught in all towns, 22 

Duties of school committees. {See School Committees.) 

Education, Board of. {See Board of Education.) 

Educational institutions, returns of to be made to Board of Education, ... 12 

Blank forms for returns, prepared by Board of Education, . . . . 12 

Instruction in, supervised by Board of Education 12 

English grammar to be taught in all towns, 22 

Bxpensesof Board of Education, U 

For the support of union schools, 24 

For books supplied to children, 33 

Of institutes, amount, how paid, 13 
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Eveningschools, proTision for (sects. 7and 12), 24 

For mechanical and industrial drawing, 24 

For persons over twelve years of age, .24 

School committee to have saperintendence of, ...... 24 

Female assistants, in schools averaging fifty pupils, 25 

Free text-books and stationery, 34 

Advantages of, in expense, time, etc., . 34 

French language taught in towns of 4,000 inhabitants, 23 

Frugality, with other virtues, to be taught, 25 

Funds. {See School Fund.) 

Gymnastics may be included in school exercises, 31 

Special teacher for, requires two-thirds vote of committee, .... 31 

General history to be taught in towns having 500 families, 23 

Geography to be taught in all towns, 22 

Geology to be taught in towns of 4,000 inhabitants, 23 

Geometry to be taught in towns of 600 families, 23 

Good behavior required to be taught in all schools, 22 

Greek to be taught in towns having 4,000 inhabitants, 23 

Hampden County Children's Aid Association, 53 

To have custody of certain children, 53 

High schools for towns of 500 families, 23 

Two grades of in State, 23 

Number of, 23 

Ratio of population provided with, to that of State, 23 

Qualifications of master in, 23 

Instruction to be given in general history, etc., 23 

School to be kept for ten months, 23 

Additional branches taught in towns of 4,000 inhabitants, .... 23 

Union of towns for maintenance of union schools, 23 

Location, erection of house, etc., 23, 2i 

Apportionment of expenses for, 24 

History of the United States to be taught in all towns, 22 

General history to be taught in towns of 500 &milies, ...'.. 23 

Hygiene, at option of school committee, to be taught, 22 

Indian School Fund, ... * 20 

Industrial drawing, schools for, may be established (sect. 7), . . . . . 24 

Industrial schools in town^ containing 10,000 inhabitants (sect. 8), . . . 24 

Under superintendence of school committee, 24 

Industrial Science, Worcester County Free Institute of, 59 

Injury to school-houses, etc., 53 

Institutions for deaf and dumb and blind, to report, etc. 12 

Instruction in to be supervised by Board of Education, .... 12 
Institutes. {See Teachers' Institutes.) 

Intellectual and moral science to be taught in towns of 4,000 inhabitants, . . 23 

Latin language in towns of 500 families, 23 

Library, public, penalty for injury to books, 54 

Licenses for sale of intoxicating liquors, etc., 53 

Location of school-houses, town determine 35 

Lot for union school, etc., . 23 

Logic to be taught in towns having 4,000 inhabitants, . . . . . . 23 
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Massachnsettfl Society for Prevention of Cmelty to Children, . '. . . . 52 

Custody of certain children, 52 

Not obliged to receive child, 53 

Massachasetts school fand, history of, 17 

Adverse action in reference to, 17 

Distribntion of income, laws relating to, • . 18, 19, 20 

Notsubject to voteoftown, 19 

Committees may apply twenty-five per cent, of income to purchase of ap- 
paratus, etc., 20 

Itfassachnsetts Teachers' Association, 16 

Military drill at option of school committee, 31 

Employment of special instructor in, 31 

Pupils exempt in certain cases, 31 

Ministers of gospel, duties to schools, 2A 

Moral character of teachers, 30 

Moral element in all instruction, 25 

Moralscience taught in towns of 4,000 inhabitants, 23 

Music, vocal, taught at option of school committees, 22 

Naturalphilosophy taught in towns of 500 fiunilies, 23 

Nautical schools, towns may establish, 24 

Normal Art School established in 1873, 6 

Admission to, conditions for, 59 

Normal schools established, 5, 6, 60 

Resolves relating to establishment of, 55, 56 

Board of Education to manage, 12 

Design and courses of study of, 57 

Orthography to be taught, in all towns, 22 

Ont-buildings, etc., penalties for injury of, 53 

Parent or guardian taxed for books supplied, etc., 33 

Physiology taught at option of school committee, 22 

Political economy in towns of 4,000 inhabitants, 23 

Penalty for disturbing schools, 53 

For withholding information from census taker, 38 

For iiguring school-house, out-buildings, etc 53 

Of parent for permitting employment in manufacturing establishment, . 46, 48 

Of owner or superintendent of establishment, 47,48 

Of towns for not choosing school committee, 26 

Public schools, constitutional provision for, 4 

Sufficient number to be kept six months in the year, 22 

Branches required to be taught in, 4, 5, 22, 23 

At option of committee, 22 

In towns of 500 families, 23 

In towns of 4,000 inhabitants, 23 

Organization and number of, at option of school committee, .... 22 

Money for support of, to be raised by town 25 

High. {See High Schools.) 
Industrial. {See Industrial Schools.) 

Nautical, ' 24 

Union. {See Union Schools.) 
Evening. {See Evening Schools.) 

Female assistants, when required, 25 

Moral training in, provision for, 25 

Ministers and town officers, duties of, 25 

Pupils exempt from military drill, 31 
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Reading to be toof^t in mil towns, 22 

RegSsten. (5m School Begisten.) 

Reports of institntioos for demf-mntes and blind, 12 

Of all educational institotions, aided bj Commonirealth, . « . 12 

Report ofsdiool committees, annual, 40 

Printed, in form, etc., 40 

Two copies sent Secretarj Board of Education by last da j of April, . 40 

One oopj deposited with town derk, 40 

If informal or incorrect, to be retomed, 40 

Penalty for informalitj in, 40 

For fidlore to send before Jane 1, 40 

Property of dty or town, . . . . ' 41 

How signed, 41 

Report of the Secretary of Board of Education 10 

To suggest improTcments in public schools, 10 

Rhetoric taught in towns of 4,000 inhabitants, 23 

School committees, how chosen, 27 

No person ineligible on account of sex, 27 

Number of to be three or multiple of three, 27 

Termof office, three years, 27 

IftownfiiUls to elect, etc., 27 

Yacan<7 in board, how filled, 28 

When whole committees decline to serve, etc., 28 

Valid election, what constitutes, 28,29 

Termof serrice of persons filling Tacandes, 29 

Duties of committee, 27 

To have general charge and superintendence, etc, .... 27 

Oferening and industrial schools, 24 

Of school-houses, 34,36 

To select and contract with teachers 30 

May dismiss teachers, 31 

May exclude popil from school, 28 

Union schools in adjacent towns 23 

Site for scbool-boase for, how fixed, 23 

Old board to continue for certain purpose, 29 

Number of, how increased or diminished, 30 

Text-books to be used, to direct what, 31 

Change in, requires two-thirds vote of committee, .... 33 

Studies, course of, to be prescribed by, 31 

Bible, daily reading of, to be ordered by, 32 

Sectarian books, to be excluded by, -.32 

Visits to schools, to be made at stated times, 32 

Booksofreference, apparatus, etc., 33 

Regulate use of books owned by town, 34 

Secretary Board of Education to be notified if blank forms not received, . 38 

Census of school children to be made by, 38 

Children enumerated, to be sent to Board of Education by, ... 38 

Form of certificate for certification, etc., 39 

Sum raised to be certified by, 39 

To return the manner of using the money received from State, ... 39 

Registers caused to be kept by, 39 

Returns of attendance to be made by, 39 

Report in print to be made &nnually, 40 

Truant children, etc, if town has made provision for, 51 

Compensation of members, 34 

Withheld if superintendent employed, 34 

On failure to i>erform certain duties, 34 
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School committees — Con. page 

Chairman and secretary may sign returns if board consist of thirteen or 

more, .41 

Penalty of towns for not choosing, 26 

Secretary, daty of, to appoint, 30 

To keep records of proceedings, 30 

To preserve one copy of report of committee, 40 

Chairman and secretary to oonstitate committee to appoint superintendent, 

etc., 35 

School ftmd, Indian, 20 

Massachusetts. {See Massachusetts School Fund.) 

Todd Normal School, 21 

School-houses on Indian lands, etc, 20 

Owned by two towns, how located, 23 

To be maintained by towns, 36 

Penalty for neglect to maintain, 36 

Location of, and lots for, 35 

Damages to owners of lots taken for, 36 

Limit of size of lot, 36 

On discontinuance of school, land to revert, 36 

General charge of, with school committee, 36 

Penalty for injuring, 63 

Schools, public. {See Public Schools.) 

School registers, form of to be prescribed by Board of Education, .... 9 

Sent to town clerks by Secretary of Board, 38 

^ Town clerk deliver to school committee, 38 

To be furnished to all public schools, 39 

To be faithfully kept by teachers, 39 

School reports, to be made annually by school committee, 40 

School returns, 9 

Blank form of inquiries to be prepared by Board of Education, ... 9 

To be sent to town clerks, 38 

If not received, committees to notify, 38 

InCormation to be given concerning what, 38 

Penalty for withholding information firom committee, 38 

Number of school children, form of certificate for, 38 

Forms duly filled to be sent to Board of Education 39 

School superintendents. {See Superintendents of Schools.) 

Secretary of Board of Education, appointment of, 9 

Duties of, make abstracts of school returns, 9 

To suggest to board and general court improvements in system of public 

schools, . . 10 

To visit different parts of Conmionwealth, 10 

To collect in office, books, apparatus, etc., 10 

To attend educational meetings, 10 

^ Tosendblankformsof inquiry, etc., 10 

Salary of, 10 

Secretary of school committee 30 

To keep records of proceedings, 30 

Sewing to be taught at option of school committee, 22 

Superintendent of schools, 34 

Appointed by school committees, 34 

Appointment of, authorized by city ordinance or by vote of town, . . 34 

To have supervision of schools . 34 

Towns may unite for supervision, 35 

Union superintendent, how appointed 35 

Service and salary apportioned, 36 
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Superintendent of Schools — Con. ' paos 

Testimony in favor of superintendence, 35 

Surveying to be taught in towns of 600 families, 23 

Teachers, committee to select and contract with, 80 

Qualifications of, moral character, etc., 22, 23, 30 

To be discovered by examination by school oommlttee, 30 

To obtain duplicate certificate, and file 31 

Required to keep school registers, 39 

When entitled to receive wages, 31 

May be dismissed by committee, 31 

Teachers' Associations, State and county, 16 

When entitled to receive money, 16 

Massachusetts Teachers' to be paid by approval of Board of Education, . 16 

Institutes, arranged for, by Board of Education, 13 

Expenses how paid, 13 

Length of sessions, 13 

List of towns where held, 14, 15 

Text-books, prescribed by school committee, 31 

And stationery at expense of town, 34 

Free to pupils by vote of town, 34 

Committee to regulate use of, . , 34 

Not to favor particular religious sects, 32 

Changes in, how made, 33 

To be supplied by town at cost, etc, 33 

Books exchanged to be furnished to pupil at expense of town, ... 33 

Supply of, to be provided by committee, 33 

Certain pupils supplied at expense of town, 33 

Parents to be taxed for, 33 

Assessors to be notified of same 33 

Tax to be remitted if parent unable to pay, 33 

Todd Normal School fund, 21 

Town clerk to deliver to school committee forms of inquiry, 38 

Towns to maintain sufficient number of schools, 22 

Kept for at least six months, 22 

To raise money for support of s<cbooIs, 26 

May convey children to school. {See Conveyance of Children.) 

Superintendent, may provide for by vote, 34 

Free text-books and stationery, may provide for, 34 

Appraisement of property of district by, 37 

Industrial drawing, may provide schools for, 24 

Must be provided for in towns of i0,000 inhabitants 24 

Penalty for not choosing school committee, 26 

Treasurer of Commonwealth, duties of, in charge of school moneys, ... 8 

Truant children and absentees from school, 48 

Each town to adopt by-laws concerning, ........ 48 

Must be approved by judge of probate, etc., 48 

Form of by-laws approved by Board of Education, . . . .  49 

Town to provide suitable place of confinement and instruction for, . . 48 

State Primary School may be assigned for, 61 

Compensation in, paid by town, not to exceed two dollars, .... 51 

To be committed for term not exceeding two years, 60 

Police, district, municipal court, etc., jurisdiction 60 

May be discharged for satisfactory cause, 61 

Proceedings against, by truant officers, 50 

Truant officers, two or more in each town, 60 

School committee appoint and fix compensation 50 



INDEX. 69 

Truant officers — Ccn. page 

To make complaint of violations of by-laws, 50 

To serve all legal processes in pursuance, etc., 50 

Truant schools, County Commissioners to establish, 60 

On application of three or more towns, 50 

State Primary School may receive truants, . 51 

Union Schools, may be maintained by contiguous portions of different towns, . 24 

} How managed, located and supported, 24 

Committees for, how chosen, 23 

Vocal music, may be taught at option of school coomiittee, 22 

Wards may attend schools in which guardian resides, 44 

Worcester County Free Institute of Industrial Science, 69 

Provision for free instruction in, 59 

Writing to be taught in all schools, 22 
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